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and I entertain great hopes from the | 
- waters, the air of the country, and from thoſe 
a advantages which your reſpectable friend is 
endeavouring to procure me. I cannot be- 
ſtow too great eulogiums on the frieniiſhip © - | 
of my fellow - traveller. No attention was CE 
Vol. II. wanting 
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Eh bis part, that could poſſibly be 


His family bas been here two 
BF; Gomes truly amiable. The. mo- 
er und the fiſters poſſeſs ſo tender and 
ſo real a friendſhip for our dear Ferval, 
that their interview almoſt overcame me 
1 chink nothing can be more pepe 
than ſuch an union. The thtee young 
ladies are handſome; the eldeſt, in particular, 
has charming features; and, I believe, wit 
and good nature. This is the brother's fa- 
vourite, though he is by no means. wanting 
in affection to the others. Madam de Narton 
tells me they are not rich; the cuſtom of this 
province allowing hardly any fortune to daugh- 
ters. This is one of the remains of that an- 
cient barbariſm, which I deteſt, Theſe young 
» perſons are, indeed, to be pitied on this ac- 
count. This, dear ſiſter, is all T can tell 
you at preſent of this country, which will 
ſoon be more fertile in events. The com- 
pany, who come to drink the waters, is in- 
creaſing every day. Let us know all that 
paſſes with you, 1 1 will. acquaint . you 
with every thing that occurs here. Adieu; 
I embrace you ſincerely, and IG to be re- 


8 to the Count. 
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Bag oy 
Pa, June 9. 2 2p 

You WA — relieved my anxiety, 

, by informingme you are already 
better. Your Itter gave me infinite pleaſure. 
Think only of amuſement, and profit from the 
attentions of our excellent friend, in the pro- 
curing of ſuch pleaſures as ate ſimple and · 
rural. Theſe you ſeem to prefer to ſuch as 
are more tumultuous ; and I think you are in 
the right. I am extremely glad that the com- | 
| pany, you are wich is agreeable to you. Ma- 
dam de Narton hath many times | beſtowed ' 
great encomiums, in her converſation with me, 
on Madam and the Miſſes de Ferval. I com- 
paſſionate, with you, the lot of theſe young ' 
ladies. Forngerly merit and beauty ſupplied 
the place of fortune; but this is the caſe na 
longer. I am ſorry for it, both for the honour = 
of our age and its happineſs. —My. huſband - 
embraces you, and exhorts you to chearful- 
neſs ; my requeſt, dear brother, is for a perpe= 
ty of your affection, 4.9 
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VET hin IG: 9 3 de Steder. ; 
5 N. 6 W KITTS IS te; mes, Jung 1+ 
an" ß pickt, my 48 unteſs, is re- 
| coverliig' "apace, and 1 aſſure you is not. 
| mich! de) Fed. "We went out yeſterday, and l 
he wa? de ery chezfful. We it down on a 

5 grals-plot, and for amufgment went to 6s Cards. 
5 Mit de Ferval' had depoſited ſeveral pledges 
of her loſlngs, and 2 ſong was the price 57. 
their redemption. She has. a moſt charming | 
vice,” and her graces in finging arg fs ha- 


69 that it is impoſſible not to raps 
ay with them. "The Mares A il L 
ſo, and ſaig 3 dyet with ly her. In the Evening 
he engaged 1 to "Grd 7 ald, any b» of 
concert was e 15 

ai, "ad: ME, ds 1 5 
whb huge Jn to Tb 11 aan 7 
rocks and precipices, was in "freſh extaſies: 4.04 
He was to have gone to the baths to- daß; 
but he hath ordered the water to be vu. | 
hither.. As 1 take them myſelfy. and e 
ladies have the complaiſance to Tife oarly td 

go out with him, he told me he would en- 
deavour to imitate me; and that, every thing . 


eonlidered, he rather choſe to continue here 
than 


j 
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thay to go by himſelf. to the 


cha. Te 


reſolgtion hag given me great caſure, Lon 


know, my dear, the | 
for galety- and liberty.” | 
nar has altered his . | 

yet return to; his natural Aen. 
Ou. young! have gaiety, artompanied 
wich wit and decorum; and ſuch are agree- 
able to a man of merit. 1 confeſs to you, | 
my dear Counteſs, I ſhould be at the ſummit 
of my wilhes, if the 1 quis ſhould be happy 
enough to approve o , 
Mit d deFerval. B e, They 
 bave been brought together by an adyenture, 
and to: this happy adyentute I will egve them. 
If 1 were to intetpoſe, all. would-be Ipoilt. 
I vill . nevertheleſs inform vou of your bro- 


apgroxed by. 


ther s proceedings. Be chey exer ſo delicate, 


l I Shan 950 ver them. Miss de Ferval paſſeſſes, 
besides the 3 education, a ſenſibi- 


lity of ſoul and an boneſty of heart. I will not, 


however, carry on the Mufon. I ſhall ſee, 
without appearing to. ſee. . I muſt have relied 
much, my dear -Counteſs, on the greatneſs 
of your ſoul, to haye ventured to communi- 
cate to you ſuch an idea. The portion, 
indeed, of this charming 8 includes 
litde ' gry than her merit, her virtue, and 
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her 55 as the little fortune ſhe can hope 
for is nothing in compariſon to that of the 


Marquis; of whom, in the preſent language of 


© the world, it would doubtleſs be ſaid, that he 
had committed an act of folh but to me, who 
am perhaps more intereſted than any of thoſe 
who would ſpeak in this manner, it appears in 
a very different light. As happineſs is the only 
object worthy of purſuit, and as the opulence 
of your brother places him above thoſe conſi- 
derations to which others are ſometimes ob- 
liged to deſcend, I will venture to maintain, 

that ſuch an union would render his ſituation 
the envy of every perſon of ſenſe and ſenſi- 
bility. The prudence and goodneſs of Miſs de 
Ferval might be reckoned, in an exact calcu- 
lation, to counterbalance a fortune. She has 
the management of her mother's houſe, and 
for two years has been intruſted with every 
particular, during which ſhe has acquitted her- 
- ſelf with an eaſe that is aſtoniſhing ; and yet - 
her attention to buſineſs is ſcarcely perceptible, 
Madam de Ferval herſelf has told me, that 
there never were greater tranquillity and or- 
der in her family, than ſince her daughter 
bas taken the reins of that little government. 
The ſervants adore her; and the finds means 
to afford 2 8 aſſiſtance to ſeveral neigh- 
bouring 


EET 11 ER XCV. 
bouring families, at a ſmall expence. I have 
been informed of a thouſand inſtances of her 
beneficence, trifling, indeed, in themſelves, 
but important in their motives and effects. 
[Theſe ſollicitudes are of more'expence to her 
activity, than the purchaſe of gold to the poſ- 
ſeſſor of millions. To open our purſe to the 
unhappy, when riches have put it in our pow- 
er, is no great effort ; but by our natural abili- 
ties alone to ſupply the want of riches in our 
relief of en appears to me a double gene- 
roſity. 

Adieu, dear Counteſs; my hopes may 
vaniſh, becauſe they are perhaps founded only 
on my wiſhes. But, ſuppoſing otherwiſe, 

pleaſing expectations always cauſe the time p 
to pals agreeably, I can never regret that 
which is employed in the foreſight or deſire 
of good actions, and ſtill leſs when employ- 
ed in a WIC Jorg with you, | 


— ͥ —- — — —— 


8 L E T T E R Xcv. 
From Madam de Saint-Sever to Madam de 


Narton. 


— 


Paris, June 17. 

Ir would, indeed, my dear friend, have 
been a mortification to me, if you had 

judged of my ſentiments in any other man- 
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ner than from your own, | Your wiſhes coin 
cide with mine. As my brother's cireum- 
| Kances have placed him above all pecuniary 
conſiderations with reſpeR to marriage, bis 
only motive in ſuch a caſe myſt be bappineſs. 
I ſhould applaud the choice, even if bis for- 
tune were leſs. The ſhackles unhappily 
impoſed. upon us by the preſent modes, 

oblige us, eſpecially in marriage, to pay a 
regard to fortune ; and, as luxury has placed 
every thing in the claſs of neceſſurſes, the 
expences it occaſions are with difficulty de: 
frayed, the burden is daubled, and the aſſiſt- 
ance even of parents, who might be able to 
diminiſh. it, is precluded; I ſhould think 
| the ſituatian of two perſons, who without any 
fortune, were in loye with each other, ex · 
tremely pitiable, becauſe they would be im» 
prudent to marry, and unhappy to remain 
ſingle; but my hrother is not in theſe cir- 
cumſtances. He is rich, and I ſhould think 
him more than happ if be could inſure his 
own felicity by uniting it with that of a 
well-bred, virtuous, and amiable woman. 
Though you think it beſt not to interpoſe in 
the affair, yet your advice would be of great 
weight. You know beſt, however, what 
ſteps are moſt proper to be taken, Aſſure my 
| | brother 


\ 


LETTER "XCVE. 3 
brother of my ſincereſt love and friendſhip, 
and Madam'de Ferval of that juſt regard I 
entertain for her. To give ſuch an education 
to her children as ſhe hath done is not the 
talent of every one. Tp n 
e nj ke, Fm 


— 


— —— 
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| From the Marquis to Madam de Saint , 


J NDEED, acer, 1 think myſelf da 
great obligations to your Phyſician for 

| his good advice, for I am ſcarcely the ſame 
perſon. My health-improves daily, and I now 
poſſeſs a: chearfulneſs to which I have long 
been a ſtranger. This country boaſts an ex- 
cellent air. I have continued at Madam de 
Narton's, and the waters have been of great 
benefit. I am perfectly charmed with my 
preſent mode of life, and cannot conceive a 
greater happineſs. My company is indeed 
very different from that to which [ have been 
lately accuſtomed. 
Nothing can be more ſimple or more love- 
ly than our preſent pleaſures. They are by 


no means far fetched or expenſive; but, on 
the 
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the contrary, ariſe from the time, place, and 
<ireumſtances; are varied with the day, and 
Are entirely unforeſeen; No deſcription on 
therefore be given of them. The Miſſes de 
Ferval are the ſoul of theſe amuſements. 
- They have gentility, a delicacy, a goodneſs, 
which is beyond expreſſion. Goodneſs is an 
hereditary quality in this family. It is com- 
municated by the very preſence of Madam de 
Ferval. I was —.— yeſterday at an affect- 
ing incident, which gave me ſo much plen- 
ſure, that I am willing you ſhould participate 
of it. It may ſerve as a proof, that the beſt 
way of making mankind good, juſt, and ho- 
neſt, is to confer obligations on chem. How 
little do true pleaſures coſt? | 
There came into the court before the caſtle 
a man who ſells goods about the country, 
with two horſes laden. He deſired to ſpeak 
to Madam de Ferval. The Ladies would 
have ſent him away, and Madam de Ferval 
herſelf thought he had only ſomething for 
fale ; but as the man was earneſt in his re- 
queſt, he was admitted. His countenance 
was eaſy, and he was about thirty years of age. 
His behaviour, on his entrance, was reſpectful, 
and fomewhat confuſed. Well, friend, ſaid Ma- 


a de F erval, what is your buſineſs with me? _ 
The | 
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- The man — W& retiies a 8 * 


to this queſtion, but could not. At length, 
aſter ſome heſitation, he preſented à purſe, 


Why have you brought this money to me. ? 
It is your property, Madam ; 3 ic is "It 
eed. | | 


Mike% 3 > Y..2» 144 | 
Ves, Madam it j6 yore You doubtleſs 


| Tecolle&—If [ had been able, 1 would not 


have delayed it fo long. . 


Lou muſt certainly be miſtaken, friend... 4 


| have loft nothing, and if it is a reſtitution — 
No, Madam, it is a debt —It is 1 2 


ney, which you have only lent. 


I really do not comprehend your meaning * 
| —You muſt certainly have miſtaken me for 


18 other perſon. vs 3 


Oh, Madam, ſaid he, with tears now ſtream- 


_ from his eyes, and again offering his purſe, = 
can Madam de Ferval ever be millaken oe 


| another ? 


But how can l receive this money, Friend? | 


It cannot be mine. Ws of” 
Do not you recollect, Math But poſe 
ſibly you may have forgotten Poor James, a 
poor * who uſed to bring you pins. 


nw 


o 


and ſaid, Theſe, Madam, theſe" ſeven” thou-- 
ſand livres Iwiſh I could have brought ſooner— 


And 
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8 0 are you. the ſame s perloh ? 5 . 
Ves, Madam. this } 1 the. very louis d'or 


- 


t% teen YETI bets. Az 


Indeed! ww 
Ves, Madan, And from theſe four and 
twenty livres, Weck was my, Whole ſtock, I 
bave gained, wi 0b a0 Yabour, a ite 
eſtate... 


And pra how} m þ av 
9 thouſand 15 * 
thoufand : are e in the A, I have been pretty 
exact in my accounts, and I have always cal- 

culated your profit ſeparate from ay own. 
My profit 1... ” E 

Vs, Madam, i it was the agreement. | 

W hat agrecinent, | pray ? 

- Do not you: remember, Madam, after yoy 
bad examined my little trunk — * 
8 O. dear, 1 remember the little trunk, * 

bo Madam de Fe exyal, 'ſnfiling 2 Nothin could 
pofſibly have been neater, 57 arrange in bet - 


- ter order, and yet, 1 believe, all the things 
in it might 118 25 purchaſed for 2 


_ crown. * 


Tou were pleaſed to a how I cbuld get 
a liveliiood by ſuch an employment? ** 
The n drew tears from Jou. , 


— 


"which you were fo nb as to wr me "gd 


iyres, es wages . | 


* 
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And i made anſwer, Madam, that the” want 
of money had ther pypg ine 7 Ae. 
ties that I knew nat what & _ 

I remember, you * 95 1 all 9 
108 7 of, tra de, "which, mani 

ms 1 * "underffanding, | a 2 
e e, w at * 
1 Bc ED EX ' ealy in the world. + . 
T think it was twelve Jivres, 45 told me . 
yes, it was twelve liyres. 2 
And at that time twelve Jivres v was an 9 
tate to me. You gave me, Madam, a louis 
dior, on condition would. allow 7% balf 3 
profit. | 


* 


What a 85 | 

Jure Na. 10 
Ungoubregly, Vo 

eons, ka WE. 

| ſhould d have 


ſe 


wiſe 3 oo 
Madans 2 ws WE: _ i eats” l 
at the adventure were. fo great, chat the could 
ſay no more. The man then untied the | 
ſtrings of his purſe, and poured out the money . 
on the table, and began to count it. But 
Madam de Ferval ſtopped him. Keep the 
money, my friend —Yay haye earned it too 
well © * £5 
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It is yours, Madam. It does not belong 


I dene you will ke it again, Can there 
be a greater pleaſure, ſaid Madam de Ferval 
addrefling herſelf to us, | than that which I 
now feel. And yet how little has it coſt me? 
The whole company was in tears. But 
the poor man's ſituation was moſt embarraſ- 
ſing. He wept, he trembled, and ſhewed, by 
every geſture, that the money belonged only 
to Madam de Ferval. I arrived, Madam, but 
yeſterday in this province, ſaid he, and have 
been at your houſe, where I was told you were 
here, I was fearful that my honeſty would 
have been ſuſpected for having delayed ſo long. 

I am greatly pleaſed to ſee you thus both 
proſperous and honeſt. Heaven hath bleſſed - 
you, and you have been deſerving. I am 
thankful for having been the inſtrument of 
your good fortune. Go on with your buſi- 
neſs, and inform me of the ſucceſs of it. 

But what is to be done with this money? 

I have told you it is not mine. 

But conſider the agreement, Madam, 

I beg you will receive back the money. 
The agreement was intended only as an en- 
couragement to your induſtry, 


I receive it, then, Madam, as a gift. | 
Is 5 


= = ? - 
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LETTER . 15 
It is no gift . ** 
It muſt be a gift, Madam. I ae e. | 
ceive it in any other manner. 8 

Well, then, it ſhall be as you will. 

Alas, Madam, you are too good. It is 
with gratitude I receive it, and it was with 
equal pleaſure I brought it. But, at leaft, I 
hope you will permit theſe ladies to chooſe 
whatever they pleaſe from — my goods. 
I have ſome jewels—- 

We are greatly obliged to you, ſaid the 
young ladies; but we ſhould be v r Ha 
0 | 
Ah, Madam, do you refuſe” me this 
honour? ſaid the poor man, very affectingly. 

No, friend, ſaid Madam de Ferval, my- 
young folks will not accept of any, / tg . 
bat have you any ribbands ? 

The boxes were brought in, and the man ' 
laid out his goods with greater activity and 
care than if he had been going to ſell them. 

He defired the ladies to accept of the 
whole, and their embarraſſment was ſa. great, 
that they knew not whether to accept or re- 
fuſe. The former would have been an injury, 
and the latter an affliction to him. Is there 
nothing here that is worth your approbation? 
If I m — The ladies were at laſt pre- 

vailed 


16 LET TER XCVLE 
vailed on to accept ſome heaù- dreſſen and 
nibbanda, and we all tdok ſome: trifle or other. 
He then left us, full of joy and gratitude, 
after beſtowing a thaul: „ 7e Were 
dam de Ferval am! her | 
A ſeenc fo affeQing as this ne fat 
of being our chief. topic of converſation-for- 
that day. Thougk amy inſtance of liberale, 
ſeaſonable, we are determined, however, not 
long to be in arrearl. To thoſe who are en- 
dowed with a ſenſibility of heart it is no 
enough merely to be generous: The manner 
is likewiſe to be conſidered. We Have been 
very buſy to- day in the preparation of a linle* 
theatre, which is to be decorated with foliage 
and flower-work, where we are to repreſent” 
Tara and the Orphan. Miſs de Ferval is to 
be our principal actreſs; her preſence will 
give ſpirit to the whole; and the characters 
of Oroſmanes and the Guardian are intended 
for me. Adieu, dear ſiſter. When you ſee 
me I ſhall be quite recovered. Pray tell the 
Count I follow his advice in every particular. 
Believe me, no affection can ever exceed that 
which I entertain for you. FEY 
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From Madam de Narton to Madam de 
Saint- Sever. 


Varennes, June 23. 
Ow wiſhes, my dear Counteſs, have 
hitherto ſucceeded, Yeſterday we had 
the repreſentation of Zara and the Orphan, 
Miſs de Ferval acquitted herſelf beyond ex- 
pection. The paſſion of Oroſmanes ſeemed 
to flow naturally from the Marquis, and the 
character of Zara was equally well perform- 
ed; The compliments of the whole aſſembly 
were paid to Miſs de Ferval, who received 
them with a modeſty inſeparable from real 
merit; and from the effects of the Marquis's 
compliments in particular, I have almoſt ven- 
tured to preſage every thing that can be de- 
fired. A few days fince I communicated to 
Madam de Ferval the compliments you paid 
her, which affected her ſenſibly; and introdu- 
ced a converſation too intereſting to be con- 
cealed. I aſked her by what means ſhe had been 
able to give her children ſo perfect an educa- 
tion in the midſt of rural obſcurity, and at 
ſuch a diſtance from that aſſiſtance, which is 
generally ———— She replied, I 
„Vo. IL have 


I conſidered, that at a certain age children are 
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have ever tenderly loved them. By manifeſt- 
mg my affection to them as ſoon as they 
| could be ſenſible of it, I gained their confi- 
dence; and by gaining their confidence half 
the bor was completed. 

To engage her to a diſcovery of her me- 
thod, I repreſented the inconveniences Which 
would probably ariſe from this ſhew of af- 
fection. Were you not apprehenſive, Madam, 
Kid I, that it would be abuſed ? Children ſoon 
| perceive the force of a mother's affection, and 
convert it to their own purpoſes : -I hey have 
- cunning; and the heart falls a prey to it. In- 
dulged at firſt in leſſer matters, they at laſt 
break through all reſtraint, and follow no 
guide but their own inclination. 

As I was ſenſible of this danger, replied 
Madam de Ferval, I endeavoured to prevent it. 


ſuſceptible of habit, though incapable of rea- 
fon, and, therefore, at this period Iaccuſtom- 
ed mine to ſubmiſſion. By thus inculcating 
obedience before they were able to ſpeak, one 
of the greateſt difficulties was ſubdued. 
But, Madam, ſuppoſing children thus ac- 
cuſtomed to ſubmiſſion; it is ſurely the ſub- 
miſkon of fear, not of love; and while they 
are ignorant * ſeverity is W only 
or 


* 


LETTER cn. 29 


for their good. will not this fear be attended | 


with hatred ? | 

By no means, My children were no ſooner 
capable of rational ſentiment,than they adored 
me. Reflecting that I procured them every 
pleaſure which infancy could delight in 


that it was to me alone they were obliged, 


and that my only motive was to make them 
happy; they were happy only with me, To 
be at. home was their greateſt pleaſure; it 
was an uneaſineſs to them to be abſent. A 
violation of truth was puniſhed by four days 
baniſhment from my apartment, but an ac- 
knowledgement of the crime always obtain- 
ed a pardon and repeal. This was the ut- 
moſt of my ſeverity. . I never had recourſe 
to the diſagreeable and barbarous cuſtom of 
beating them, or depriving them of their 
meals. Blows are too great a diſgrace to an 
ingenuous mind, and the want of food is 
injurious to health. Children ſhould be 
puniſhed, as nearly as poſſible, in the ſame 
manner as if they were arrived at years of 
diſcretion ; that is to ſay, by remorſe, by 
ſhame, by the loſs of the advantages of 

ſociety, and by methods ſimilar to theſe, 
You have convinced me, Madam, that 
thoſe children, who have been accuſtomed 
' .C2 to 
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| to obey before they could ſpeak, are more 
docile than others; and that they are more 
affected by correfticn, although but ſeldom 
inflicted. — Children us educated, replied __ 
Madam de Ferval, have the higheſt affection 
for their parents, and are ſenſible of the fa- 
yours they receive. No ſeverity having ever 
been ſhewn them, except at an age of which 
the remembrance is loſt, a ſenfe of depen- 
dence remains, which is almoft mechanical : 
And when at length, as their faculties open, 
they perceive that our power over them is 
exerciſed only to prevent them from doing 
wrong, or for their benefit, it is impoſſible for 
them not to be fincerely attached to the perſon 
who 1 is thus the cauſe of their happineſs 
| This is undoubtedly true —And yet, is not 
the conduct of governeſſes diametrically op- 
ow to what you have been adyancing ? + 
Governeſſes act but a very imperfect part, 
and their attention is confined to external 
accompliſhments. My children were al- 
ways under my own care; and I required 
of them only meckneſs, ben and dili- 
gence. 
Few mothers would have patience to take 
fo much pains in the education of their 
children. 
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This negligence may be accounted for 
from their ignorance of the pleaſures which 
are united with theſe ſollicitudes. What can: 
be conceived more pleaſing than to behold 
the tenderneſs and confidence of theſe little 
ones growing up before us, to be able by a * 
look to puniſh or reward chem, and to be 
the very center of every thing they eſteem * 
This is to be a mother, indeed wars 

But is not this happineſs dearly ben? 
by that continued anxiety which ſuch Te 
muſt produce? : 

| conkul that every omime of Hud a 
equally agreeable. Amidſt ſo many and mi- i) 
nute objects of attention, ſome of them an | 
neceſſarily be attended with anxiety, weari- 
neſs, and trouble, which maternal tender- X 
neſs alone can ſupport :- But maternal ten- 
derneſs does not only ſupport ; it alleviates: 
and ſweetens them. A reſtraint upon our own” 
behaviour is, however, indiſpenſibly'neceſla- 
ry. It has therefore been my conſtant care 
to conceal my own faults from my children, 
to appear the ſame at all times, and never to 
manifeſt the leaſt caprice, or ſally of paſſion... 
Thus I obtained their confidence; and 1: 
really don't believe, ſaid ſhe with a mile. 
they think I have à fault. * e yam 
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Few parents, indeed, Madam, poſſeſs ſuch 
| goodneſs and abilities. But this was only the 
foundation of the edifice: Much 2 was 
fill remaining. 
[ Aufonm ns they wine capable of reſlexion; L 
began toform their minds, by inculcating ſuch 
principles as were certain and inyariable. 
Theſe were to be found in religion alone, and 
on religion I founded all the reſt. I at firſt in- 
ſtructed them in ſuch points of it as were intel - 
ligible to them; and as their intellectual fight 
grew ſtronger, I cauſed it to ſhine forth before 
them in all its luſtre. Theſe attentions, which 
were continued till they were grown up, aſſiſted 
nature in her work, and ſhe has not been un- 
propitious to them. By the uſual method of 
education many ingenuous minds are ruined, 
more perhaps than receive benefit. But with 
this I have not to reproach myſelf. The vir- 
tues of my daughters have been the effect of 
their own inclinations, and thus their talents 
have been cultivated. | 
I have the pleaſure to obſerve, Madam, that, 
notwithſtanding the extraordinary care you 
have beſtowed on the young ladies, their bro- 
ther has no reaſon to complain of neglect to- 
wards himſelf. For humanity and honour he 


may be put in _—_—_— with his ſiſters 4 
Ry | an 
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and to the ſofter virtues, which are equally 
to be found in both ſexes, he hath united 
that greatneſs of ſoul which is er 
characteriſtic of his ẽ m. 

My ſon's education is not equally eo whe 
tributed to me; his was at College, and under 
Preceptors. I-confeſs,. my choice would have 
been to have kept him at home; but it is beſt 
to conform to cuſtom, when we are not certain 
of ſucceſs by acting contrary to it. I found 
that I ſhould have more difficulty with him 
than with his ſiſters. The precepts, which are 
given in the education of men, contain many 
ſtrange and dreadful aſſertions. I was willing 
that my ſon ſhould be brought up in a due re- 
gard to religion, honour, and probity ; that 
he ſhould learn ſo much of the ſciences as; 
were proper for his ſituation; that he ſhould 


be virtuous and accompliſhed ; a chriſtian and. 


a man of courage; to unite all theſe qualities, 
is a taſk of difficulty, and was above my abili- 
ties. But he has been educated as well as our. 


preſent manners and prejudices would permit. 


No perſon, however, except myſelf, has ever. 
had the leaſt connection with the education of. 
his ſiſters : This was leſs difficult, becauſe the 
principles which they were to learn were 


and virtue alone, - Were 


certain and invariable, They were reaſon, 
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Were you then always talking to them orf 
reſon and virtue? 
By no means; T always fought'a proper 
opportunity to communicate a taſte of them; 
and have found, that a lefſon of probity and 
good-nature may be inculcated from the e moſt 
| trifling preſent that can be conferred. a 
Vou have, indeed, ſucceeded. T he can 
dour and goodneſs of heart in the Miſſes de 
- Ferval are equalled only by the graces of their 
mind. That charming union, which ſo hap- 
pily ſubſiſts n. __—_ is proof wry their 
delicacy. 
J have at all times conſidered, that tho? it" 
was neceſſary to produce an emulation in chil- 
dren, yet the greateſt caution was requiſite 
to prevent it from degenerating into jealouſy: 
The beſt method to ſuppreſs the growth of 
envy or hatred, is to prefer the action with- 
out reſpect to the perſon'; to obſerve the moſt 
ſcrupulous juſtice in rewards and puniſh-' 
ments ; and never to praiſe one at the ex- 
pence of the other. When a child is hated 
or neglected, he grows ſullen and jealous ; 
andis perhaps, in the end, a misfortune to his 
family, and a diſturbance to ſociety: And yet | 
the fault might not be originally his. I have, 


however, the 8 to reſſect, that my 


daugh- ad 
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daughters are ſtrangers not only to all thoſe 
little ſquabbles ſo common with young peo- 
ple, but alſo to the very idea of jealouſy.  - 
This fund of goodneſs diffuſes itſelf even 
over their common converſation, which is ever 
accompanied with grace and ſprightlineſs, and 
is ſo totally devoid of the leaſt bickering . 
nature, that I could not fail of admiring it. | 

I reokicars w 129 hadoandnns this matncich | 
and the danger of detraction, and they now 
hold it in deteſtation. Henrietta, rather from 
thoughtleſſneſs than ill- nature, had at one time 
a turn for ſarcaſm, and was poſſeſſed of the 
dangerous talent of mimicry. The imitation 
was lively; but inſtead of applauding it, I was | 
always ſerious. When her ſiſters, on firſt diſ- 
covering this gravity, expreſſed their ſurprize, 
I aſked them, how they could expect any plea« 
fure to reſult to me from beholding, in one of 
my daughters, ſo much ill- nature, and ſo little 
good ſenſe? Henrietta, bluſhing, aſked me 
whatcrime ſhe had committed? I repreſented to 
them the wickedneſs, folly, barrengeſs of i in- 
vention, or ignorance, which always lay con- 
cealed under detraction, even when its ap- 
pearances were moſt ſeductive; that it was a 
meanneſs, by becoming the buffoon, or ape of 0 
ſociety, to amuſe one perſon by the ridiculous 
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actions of another; and that ſhe gave an op- 
for others to take the ſame liberty 
with herſelf. She was ſenſible of the indiſ- 
ee eee eee | 
Yuired a ſecond admonitioůn. 
„ eee 
ble than any words. W 
deſtroyed ns 
I am quite charmed, ſaid Madam de bn 
= me, that you, who have been ſo much ac- 
cuſtomed-to Paris, and to a more refined edu= 
cation, ſhould think my girls worth fo much 
notice. What can there be in them which 
hath merited ſo much of your obſervation ? 
I love to ſee nature and graces in their na- 
tive ſimplicity, and theſe are now generally 
neglected. Thoſe grace which are obtained 
merely by art, have always an air of falſeneſs | 
and conſtraint. The young ladies who are 
educated at Paris, are little more than orna« 
mented ſtatues, that occupy the ſeats. of an 
apartment, and are condemned to childhood 
and lence till they are married. Their ta- 
lents, if they, have any, are never cultivated, 
and it is rare if they even appear. 

It is very neceſſary, replied Madam deF er 
val, that girls ſhould be inſpired early with 
ou reſerve which. is n their age and 

; | ſex. 
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ain, 
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ſex. The danger of indiſeretion, and, in par- 
ticular, of ſpeaking unſeaſonably, or of 
place, ſhould: with mildneſs be laid before 
them. This requires conſiderable attention; 
and for this reaſon, I regard every ſyllable 
that is ſpoke” W's my children, 8 5 
never enjoined them to be ſilent. Ae 

This is a proof of . your. canderned — 
| prudence: The contrary method muſt pro- 

ceed from cruelty or ignorance, by which 
the graces of the mind are ſtifled, and the 
fineſt period of our life made a an, 
ſomeneſs and reſtraint. 

As I thus left my daughters as much at 
liberty as I could conſiſtently with modeſty 
and decorum, I always — 8 that as 
members of ſociety they ſhould be more at- 
tentive to others than to themſclves, that their 
own amuſement ſhould be only ſecondary, 
and that they ſhould regard the ſentiments and 
ſtudy the taſte of others. If they are fometimes' 
chearful, they can likewiſe maintain a ſerious 
converſation. I have accuſtomed them to hear 
even a tedious diſcourſe without impatience, 
and often leave them to ſuch company whom ' 
it is moſt difficult to entertain. True politeneſs | 
is founded on goodneſs. It muſt, therefore, 


conſiſt in ſpeaking to every perſon in the lan- 


guage 


A 
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guage which he is moſt uſed to, and to give? 
attention to him. To give attention, is not 
merely to be ſilent: We muſt anſwer what is 

required of us. To a who is ſpeaking 
of his own affairs, his ſueceſſes or his mĩsfor . 
tunes, a geſture, a word, a look is generally 
ſatisfaory ;. becauſe we are copious in talk- 
ing of ourſelves, eſpecially of our troubles, 
and ſoon grow tireſome to the hearers. 
When. we are intereſted ourſelveg in the 
tale, every minute circumſtance affeQs us, 
and a ſhow of indifference or wearineſs is an 
affront and a cruelty, If we are unhappy, 
our misfortunes-are at leaſt ſuſpended if they 
are liſtened to by thoſe who appear to be af- 

fected by them. If we are fortunate, our de- 
ſire to be heard is equally ſtrong ; we are e- 
qually wiſhing to communicate our happineſs. 
But, ſaid I ſmiling, if you recommend 
ſuch indulgent maxims as theſe, you will 
ſoon find an increaſe of viſitors.  - 
I have endeavoured, replied Madam de Fer- 
val, that the diſcourſe of my children ſhould. 
not be tedious, They ſeldom ſpeak of theme , 
ſelves. It is a duty to bear this fault in 
others and with reſpect to thoſe who are 
unfortunate, it is indiſpenſible. | 
ain, in the vIvacity « of their age, eren 5 
F 


"If they have the beſt diſpoſitions, cannot, 1 
acknowledge, long attend to hät does not 
affect them; but they may be habituated to 


attention by degrees, by repreſenting to them 


the happineſs of being able to procure any 


pleaſure or relief to others. They ſhould alſo 


be early taught, the difference between that 
true politeneſs which flows from the heart, 
and that falſe politeneſs, which, as it affects 
the external behaviour only, is eaſily attained 
even by thoſe of a contrary diſpoſition. There 
are many, who think they have fulfilled all the 
duties which fociety can require from them, 
if they have not been deficient in returning 
viſits, in the payment of compliments, or the 
obſervance of drawing-room ceremonies. Yet 
theſe yery people will ſhew a diſguſt to the 
lamentations of pain, and will cruelly inter- 
rupt the melancholy relation of an honeſt 


man, who had honoured them with the ſuppo- 


fition that their hearts were capable of ſenſi- 
bility. A good heart is our beſt guide in theſe 
. circumſtances ; for goodneſs is the baſis of 
ſociety, of virtue, of happineſs, of every thing 


that is valuable. By the heart, therefore, 


muſt the great work of education be begun. 
The heart, Madam, is a matter of great 


delicacy. - But though inſenſibility is the 


ſource 
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ſource of innumerable vices, is not too great 
a ſenſibility dangerous to young people? 

\ 0h | It doubdlelaje fo, upleloit has.a proper dio 
.retion; and, in this caſe, the greateſt cir- 
cumſpection is required. A heart which is in 


itſelf tender, is always eaſy of perſuaſion, and 
is ſuſceptible of all the ſofter ſenſations. A 
mother ſhould; by tenderneſs and affection, 
gain her daughter's heart while it is yet in 
infancy ; ſhe can then form it, ſhe may then 
have the virtuous poſſeſſion of it, and ſecure 
its confidence, I am not inſenſible, it is from 
experience I ſpeak, that at a certain age, 
the paſſions — But perhaps not — Theſe 
paſſions do not actuate more forcibly than a 
_ mother's affection, when ſhe is the friend 
and confident ; they are not ſtronger than the 
impreſſions of education, the principles of ho- 
nour, that virtue, that modeſty, that gene- 
rous pride with which youth ought always to 
be inſpired, eſpecially where the heart is ſuſ- 
ceptible — I ſhall ever regard, ſaid ſhe, after a 
little pauſe, the direction of ſuch a ſenſibility 
of diſpoſition as the greateſt happineſs, That 
parent, who does not profit from the reſources 
which are here to be found, is unworthy the 
education of ſuch a daughter. What victories 
may ſhe not obtain over herſelf, wn r 

2 | ing 
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ing this delicacy of ſoul with gentleneſs and 
ſkill, and yet abandoning the honour of thetri- 
umph. In ſuch characters the love of honour 
and duty is powerful, as it is a natural inclina> 
tion, a pleaſing ſentiment, and a real paſſion. 
But do you not think it neceſſary to make 
them capable, betirhes of reſiſting the paſſion 
of love? en n 
I do not; ſuch ptecaution is not only uſe - 
leſs but dangerous. While they continue in 
infancy, they do not underſtand us; and 
when they are grown up; all the ideas you 
have been implanting in them of lovers and 
of love ariſe before them. They have ſoon 
vanity ſufficient to think that they have beauty 
enough for adoration, and the reception of 
addreſſes would be amufing at leaft, and no- 
way injurious to their virtue; Alover, we will 
ſuppoſe, now appears. The mother is by ns 
means to know any thing of it; ſhe has ever. 
declaimed againſt love. The girl ſets up for 
her own miſtreſs, the lover is amiable and ſe- 
ducing, ſhe is dazzled by the compliments 
that are paid her, and her ruin is completed. 
Have you, then, never mentioned this 
paſſion. to the Miſſes de Ferval ? 
If at any time the converſation hath acci- 

dentally turned on this point, I never appa- 

, rently 
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rently interrupted itʒ but changed it gras. 
dually-to ſome other ſubjet. 

- | Muſt they not, however, have met with 
this ſubject in the courſe of their reading? 
Wich romances they are entirely unac. 
quainted. In my choice of theatrical pieces, 
thoſe have been ſelected wherein love, appear- 
ing the cauſe of the;greateſt misfortunes, was 
leaſt likely to be 'imitated; and from the 
greatneſs of the ſubject and the dignity of the 
language, they were led to conſider the hero 
of a tragedy as a being of a different ſpecies 
from themſelves. I have remarked, from the 
reflections which they have made, that the in- 
tereſt of a ſtate, when ſet in oppoſition to that 
of a lover, divided their attention; and to 
readers, whoſe minds have been little capti- 
vated by the paſſion, the love- ſtory in a tra- 
gedy generally appears lifeleſs and improbable. 
The reading of poetry is a material point in 
the polite education of daughters ; becauſe 
good poetry, at the ſame time that it does no 
injury to the heart, forms the taſte and ele- 
vates the ſoul. It would be ſhameful, there- 
fore, to be ignorant of the more admired 
tings in this part of literature. As pru- 
dence and diſcernment are indiſpenſibly ne- 
cellary i in the choice of authors, it muſt be 
cbſerved,. 
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"obſerved that, of all writings whatever, 
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mances are the moſt dangerous, becauſe | 


young perſons always apply them to them. 
ſelves, Their imagination being heated, the 


firſt youth they meet is an Adonis, or a Eean- 


der; they begin to think they exiſh only to 
love, and to be without a lover is an inſapport- 
table humiliation. From fuch ſcenes of illus 
ſion might be traced their ruin of thouſands. 

But do you place alt works of this kind of 


an equality. Are there no exceptions ? 


There doubtleſs are ſome. 1 might —̈ 


tion ſome Engliſh romances. 
I preſume you allude to Richardſon's. 


Richardſon's! Can you difgrace his beauti- 


ful hiſtories of the world and of humanity 
the name of romances? 'Thoſe hiſtories in 
which Virtue inſtructs us by the hand of 
Genius? I think myfelf under the greateſt 
obligations to thisconſummate maſter of edu - 
cation, who has communicated at once all that 


with 


experience can teach. 'Fo read his works 


without a wiſh. to be better, I might add, 
without the accompliſhment of that wiſh, is 
impoſſible. Our very nature muſt be depraved 
if itcould reſiſt their effects. Some time ſince 


I put Clariffs into the hands of my eldeſt girl, 
who is now capable of receiving improvement 
Vol. II. 


from 
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from the ſtudy of morality. But this kind of 
reading is not yet proper for her ſiſters, 
. You may judge, from the inſtance I am 
relating, what effects Clariſſa may be ex- 
pected to produce on an anexperienced mind. 
My daughter, though ſhe read it in private, 
always communicated to me her ſentiments 
of it. She was much pleaſed with Lovelace, 
and could not blame Clarifla for loving him, 
when ſhe contraſted him with his rival, whom 
the tyranny of her parents had forced upon 
her, I was particularly pleaſed with the con- 
cern ſhe expreſſed for the fair fugitive, when 
ſhe was in the coach with no one but her 
admirer. What an humiliation, mamma, 
muſt this have been! This man, affectionate 
as he was, was not her huſband. What a” 
ſtate of dependence] Had ſhe but reflected, 
ſhe would ſurely have preferred any calamity, 
even the loſs of life, to ſuch diſgrace A 
nobleneſs of thought, a dignity of ſoul like 
this, is the ſummit of virtue. Endowed with 
ſuch qualities the heart is impregnable. 
- Miſs de Ferval's firſt ideas of love were 
taken, then, from Clariſſa ! | 
They were. I leave you to decide whe- WW 
ther ſhe will find any thing formidable in it. i 
1 bed But | 


. 
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But will ſhe not be ready to e 
man for a Lovelace? 
. There is no great danger. Her inclination 
is my ſecurity. In the preſervation of a 
daughter from ſeduction, I ſhould much 
ſooner rely on her virtue and her affection 
for me, than on any dread of Lovelaces. 
Here we were interrupted in our retirement 
by the young ladies, who, with the Marquis 
and Mr. Ferval, ſoon accompanied us in a 
walk to a neighbouring meadow, where we ſat 
down by the river ſide; under a row of willows, 
and found that an admirable echo was pro- 
duced by an adjacent rock. From this hap- 
py diſcovery, Miſs de Ferval and her fifter 
Henrietta were prevailed on to ſing. The 
Marquis was enraptured ; and I could not 
myſelf help aſking Madam de Ferval, where 
her daughters could poſſibly have obtained 
ſuch accompliſhments ? 
They were implanted, replied Madam de 
Ferval, by nature. Miſs de Ferval and Hen- 
rietta were born with a taſte for muſick. 
But undoubtedly, ſaid I, they have had 
the aſſiſtance of maſters ! 
| Maſters | ſaid Mr. Ferval. I find, Madam, 
you are not much acquainted with Mr, Duval, 
D 2 . whom | 
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whom you dignify with that name, A 
wretched performer! 

Be that as it may, brother, ſaid Hesi 
his aſſi ſtance has been of great ſervice to us. 
He was the beft, rejoĩnell Madam de Ferval; 


Tcould procure in this part of the country, 


but I believe he may think himſelſ more obli- 
ged to his ſcholars for their application and 
deſire of learning, than to his own abilities“ 

I believe he may, ſaid Ferval, My Sn 
may claim the honour — 

No, brother, replied the eldeſt ; that nll 
be wholly attributed to my mamma, who togk 
ſo much pains to implant this taſte, this deſice 
of learning, without which we could have ag» 
quired nothing, I perceive, ſaid ſne, addreſſing 
herſelf to Madam de Ferval, the: difficulty 
you muſt have had to, conceal your intentions 
from us. In learning to ſing I never thought 
I was ſtudying a taſk ; and was ſurprized:t9 
kear, from the Marquis and my brother, that 
at Paris this is eſteemed a ſerious buſineſs, 

I ſhould ſoon forſake muſic, ſaid Henrietta, 
fi TE once thought it a ſerious affair. Surly, 
mamma, it can be only an amuſement. When 
ever Mr. Duval has brought me any new 
airs, I:have been impatient till I learnt them; 


but I ſhould have been very indifferent if 7 
ha 
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had. confidered or them aa taſk. Pray; has 

Helena ever conſitieret-paihting in any other 
light than that of an amuſement? No, indeed, 

ſaid Helena. Had it not been the conſe- 
quence of choice, to what purpoſe did I learn 
it? There was no neceſſity. L have no voite 
for muſic, I am not fond of it, and ſhould ſoon 
have been diſguſted. Painting, on the o x 
hand, is my favourite employment, a 

could ſpetid whole days at it. For this reaſon, 
mamma, I think myſelf the thote obliged te 
you for permitting me to have the inſtructions 
of a drawing- maſter. Here, ſaid Madam de 
Ferval to me whiſpering, is the whole ſecret. 

They acquired theſe accompliſhments merely 
as articles of amuſement, and conſequently 
with a defire to attain them. 

I believe, ſaid Ferval ſmiling, Hentiętta 
would think it very ftrange to be reproved for 
not minding her dancihg..- 

Lam here ititerrupted, my dear friend, by 2 
meſſage, to inform me of the exhibition of ſome 
fireworks; I muſt, therefore, cloſe my preſent | 
letter. To-worröh, I ſhould acquaint ou, 
is Madam de Nattott's birth-day, on akich 
occaſion The will receive ſfomeè flowrets from 
her children. I intend to be preſent at this 
little ceremony, You may depend on my 
D 3 reſuming 
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reſuming the ſubject, of this letter, which i is if 
too ann to be diſcontinued. 


LETTER XCVIL 
From Madam de St. Sever to the Mar puis | 


Paris, Tune 24. 

T E re- eſtabliſhment of your health, 
the return of your natural chearfulneſs, 

have given me an inexpreſſible pleaſure, The 
portrait you have drawn of the Miſſes de 
Ferval is ſo perfectly amiable, that I cannot 
forbear congratulating you on the happineſs 
you poſſeſs i in ſo delightful a ſociety, In one 
- ſenſe I may be ſaid, indeed, to partake of it, 
The adventure you related to me in your laſt 
letters drew tears from me; it does honour 
to humanity, Yeſterday, I received a viſit 
from Mr. de Valville, who knew nothing of 
your departure.. He enquired after you with 
great earneſtneſs, and I told him the ſub- 
ſtance of what you have communicated tg 
me. Do not negle& this correſpondence, I 
need not add our defire of remembrance to 
Madam de Narton, Continue, dear brother, 
your affection. T 
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From Valville to the Marquis. 
Paris, June 24. 

1 Called e my dear Marquis, at your 
ſiſter's, in expectation of ſeeing you; when 

I found you had left us, and are gone to the 
waters, From Madam de Saint Seyer's de-. 
ſcription, you are highly pleaſed with your 
preſent ſituation : She was in raptures when 
ſhe related it. You can ſubmit, it ſeems, to play 
at queſtions and commands with a company 
of raw girls! Upon my honour, a moſt manly 
amuſement! I could not help laughing at the 
ſolemnity with which they were treated by 
your ſiſter, who certainly thinks you are in the 
land of wonders. And to act plays too with 
theſe country wenches ! This is keeping up 
the frolic, indeed]! But I offer no diſſuaſives. 
If we can but pleaſe ourſelyes, the object which 
pleaſes us is of little conſequence, Among 
children we muſt play like children, and in the 
country do as they do in the country. I do 
not ſee what other amuſements you can find 
where you are now, and it is beſt to be ſatis- 
hed with what we can get. I ſhould be ex- 

ceſſively pleaſed with a deſcription of ſome of 

thoſe original characters you have an oppor. 
"0-0 
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tunity of obſerving; their perſons would divert 
me more than their amuſements, But I don't 
think I ſhould bury myſelf in this manner, 
when there ia generally ſuch agreeablecompany 
| at the baths. They were honoured laſt ſeas 
ſon with the preſence of the Princeſs of 
and the Dutcheſs of. But if you prefer 
Madam de Natton's company, pray continue 
there. acknowledge ſhe is a woman of ſenſe; 
tho' ſhe wants that politeneſs, that elegance of 
manner, without which, at her age, I eannot 
think ſhe ean be agreeable. If ſuch muſt be 
the conditions, may I ever be baniſhed from 
mne baths! What is a woman without perſonal 
accompliſhments? Some women begin to talk 
gravely about reaſon, when they ean no longer 
talk of their beauty. Theſe female reaſoners, 
theſe daughters of age and uglineſs, may eto. 
lerated for a time, but we cannot always be 
diverted with what is ridiculous; and even if 
we can raiſe a ſmile, we are diſguſted after - 
wards. Madam de Saint Sever has told me a 
at deal about theſe Miſſes de Ferval, whom 
can exactly figure to myſelf, unpoliſhed, re- 
ſerved, queer animals—But, however, if they 

are pretty, you may paſs two or three months' 
away in their company. Adieu, dear Marquis, 


Tun glad to hear of your recovery. 


LE T- 
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From the Marguis to Valville. 


Haremmet, Fune 28. 
1 Pity you, Valville, for knowing no plea» 
ſures but thoſe of art; and for your inſen 
ſibility to thoſe which I now enjoy. My 
ſiſter hath not deceived you. I never was more 
happy than at preſent, fituated as I am, in fo 
reſpectable, ſo delightful a ſociety; I repeat it, 
ſo delightful a ſociety, If it is to you inſipid, 
you muſt be very unhappy; but in ſpite of your- 
ſelf you could not but eſteem it. With what 
indifference do you ſpeak of the Miſſes de Fer- 
val? You muſt ſurely be ignorant of their rank, 
and ſtill more of their excellent n. 
The eldeſt, in particular, is worthy the re- 
gard and attachment of every man who has 
an adequate ſenſe of her merit. She has wit 
without making pretenſions to it; ſhe poſſeſſes 
accompliſhments without knowing ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſes them; ſhe has the fineſt features which 
diſcover the fineſt ſoul, and ſhe has talents 
which aftoniſh me. When ſhe ſings, it is 
with a grace that Nature alone could have 
given her. She is a great proficientin muſick, 
and plays excellently on the harpſichord, _F 
have ſo good an opinion of your taſte, at leaſt, 


that 
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that if you had ſeen her in the character of 
Zara, I am certain you could not have re- 
frained from tears; and tears are the trueſt ap» 
| plauſe. Her goodneſs of heart is as adorable as 
it is uncommon. She appears likewiſe to have 
had the advantage of acquired accompliſh- 
ments. She does not make any parade of her 
knowledge, nor does ſhe affectedly conceal 
it. In a word, I never beheld a more amiable 
| perſon, Rectify, then, the falſe ideas you have 
_ conceived of this young lady and her ſiſters, 
whoſe birth, education, beauty, and virtue, 
merit every encomium that can be conferred, 


L E TT EN CE: 
n Valville to the Marquis, 


Paris, Fuly 2.” 


WELL, Marquis, I intreat your pardon, 
Upon my honour I had no ſuch ſuſpi- 

cion, but I find you are very gravely in loye 
again. With Miſs de Ferval, too! a lady of 
rank, prudent, virtuous, handſome, accom- 
plithed, and I know not what — a perfect 
Deity | But ſeriouſly, Marquis, let me adviſe 
you to be cautious. You have already had a 
trial of your weakneſs, your inclination for 
| wedlock, 
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wedlock. Do not then delay to leave thisen+ 
chanted region. Conſider what a ridiculous 
affair it would be, if you ſhould fall into the 
ſnare. Whatever. raptures this beauty of 
yours may have raiſed in you, ſhe is at beſt 
but a poor country girl; and who does not 
know what a countty girl is? To depreciate 
the graces you attribute to her, would dif- 
pleaſe you, and be to no purpoſe ; but your 
behaviour really ſurpaſſes my comprehenſion, 
Is it poſſible that, after reſiſting the charms 
of Madam d' Aſterre, the moſt amiable woman 
at Paris, the choice of whom would, in ſpite 
of all your rigid maxims of piety, have been 
an honour. to you, you ſhould at laſt fall 2 
captive to a ruſtic ? Your folly would not 
admit of extenuation. Pr'ythee come back 
to town, unleſs you are reſolved to perſiſt in 
your extravagancies. Adieu. I fancy this 
epiſtle will not be very agreeable; but it is 
meant to ſerve you. ; 


- ee 
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From the Marquis to Valville. 
Varennes, Fuly 6. 
Id EED, Valville, you have abuſed the 


laws of friendſhip, of a lon g-eontinued 
friend- 
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friendſhip. You imagine me then to be in 
love. You are miſtaken. I thank Heaven, 
my bart is free; and if T could think it po- 
ſible ſor me again t0 fall a prey to that paſs 
on, I fhould deteſt the bbjeft, and break 
thtough thoſe ſhackles which I eannot feſlect 
on but with hotror, I have been too great a 
fufferer, and the bittet remembrance which 
yet remains on my mitd is a ſuffcient ſafe+ 
guard. Thete is not the leaſt fiinilitude be- 
tween my preſent and former fituation. Min 
de Ferval has infpired me, not with love, but 
with reſpe&; with confidence; with friendſhip, 
with fentiments which we might entertain fot 
an angel, if an angel were to preſent herſelf 
before us. That paſſion which I conceived 
for Leonora, and have not forgotten, was 
a paſſion of heat and violence, founded on 
ſenſe alone, arid attended with tranſport of 
deſpair. Such was Iove, and fuch was that 
paſſion which almoſt brought me to the grave. 
But the fentiments with which I am now in- 
ſpired, are an abſolute contraſt to the paſſion 
of love ; an admiration from tenderneſs and- 
_ eſteem, 4 confidence from trifldriefs and attrac- 
tion, What a ſerenity of ſoul, what a tran- 
quillity have! enjoyed, hen, after return- 
ing from a walk, we haye entered into con- 
verſation 
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verſation for two or three hours ſucceffiively ? 
If you retain any prejudices againſt Miſs dg 
Ferval after you have once ſeen her, I ſhall 
have but a very indifferent opinion of you; 
and the only excuſe for you is, that you do 
not know her. I ſhall continue here as long 
as I conveniently can; it would be with re- 
luctance that I now ſhould come away. My 
health would not permit me. Adieu; but 
pray omit all diſagreeable ideas and expreſſions 
in your future letters. You are not ignorant 
of my love for you; I wiſh I could ſay, of 
my eſteem for you as my friend. 
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From Madam de Narton to Madam de Saint- 
Sever. 


Varennes, June 30. 
T* HE pride which I take in ſpeaking of 
Madam de Ferval and her family has 
convinced me, that we indulge a principle of 
ſelf- love even in aſcribing merit to others. 
The ſequel of the converſation, which I pro- 
miſed you in my laſt letter, was taken up in 
treating of the learning that was neceſſary for 


a young lady: On which head a m_ mr 
y 
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troverſy aroſe between Mr. and Miſs de Fers - 
val. Of this controverſy I can relate only 
a few of the principal heads; and cannot but 
regret my inability to d: ſcribe thoſe graces, 
which were diffuſed over the whole converſa- 
tion by Miſs de Ferval ; whoſe beauty ſeemed 
to receive additional force from her ſenſe and 
diſcretion ; and whoſe features were expreſ- 
hve of her ſoul, The Marquis, as well he: 
myſelf, was in raptures. 

The compliments which were Wadde on 
Mis de Ferval, who to her other accompliſh- 
ments had added a perfect knowledge of the 
Italian language, unaſſiſted by any maſter, 
gave me an opportunity of aſking Henrietta 
whether her taſte had been the ſame with that 
of her ſiſter, and whether ſhe received as much 
pleaſure from her leſſons in literature 'as 
from thoſe in dancing? The queſtion em- 
barraſſed her; ſhe appeared confuſed ; and 
ber ſiſters could not refrain from a ſmile. 

1 am pleafed, ſaid Madam de Ferval to 
me whiſpering, to ſee her bluſh at being 
ignorant. I never chide her for it; her own. 
confuſion ſpares me that taſk, Then raiſing 
her voice, Henrietta, ſaid ſhe, is not fond of 
any thing that is ſerious; but! hope ſhe will 
Wr better, and that ſhe will in time be 

ſenſible 
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| ſenſible of the neceſſity of inſtruction * 
as of amuſement. | 
_ Inſtruction, replied Ferval ! Permit * 
Madam, for once to apologize for my ſiſter. 
To the Ladies nothing is leſs neceſſary than 
ſtudy, which ſullies the luſtre of their charms, 
and occaſions a negligence in thoſe duties 
which are more peculiarly incumbent on 
them. I would have daughters be brought up 
to be modeſt, careful, and, above all, agree- 
able. Let them have the enjoyment of their 
talents; let thoſe talents be cultivated. Let 
them be made amiable woman, but by no 
means women of learning ; for nothing is 
more inſupportable than a female pedant. 
Pray, brother, ſaid Miſs de Ferval, where 
have you learnt ſuch humiliating notions of 
our ſex ? 

From Nature, ſaid Mr. de Ferval, who in- 
tended you to give pleaſure to us, to conſole 
us in our calamities, to amuſe us after fatigue 
or ſtudy, and to have the direction of our fa- 
milies, but not to be proficients in that which 
would render you unfit for theſe duties. 

But have you not confounded the diſplay of 
knowledge with knowledge itſelf? Iam well ap- 
prized, that nothing is leſs pleaſing than a wo- 


man who affects to be learned; but is not this 
| fault 
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fault diſagroeable likewiſe in a man Aff 
tion of learning in your own ſex is a infos 
portable to the rational part of ours, a8 à fe- 
mate — ever can be to a man of gem 
Vour diſtinctions, fifler, are tos mintte. 
Pedantryand learning eee 
when applied to the fair ſex. 1 — 
Permit me, brothar, to differ from you in 
a propoſition ſo much to our diſadvantage, 
This, ſaid the Marquis, approaching Miß 
de Ferval, this & one of our friend's extrava- 
gant notions z- of 'which I have myſelf often 
tried to cure him; but you are moſt deferving 
of that honour. | I ſhould be charmed to heat 
your diſcuſſion of this intereſting point. 
Without a formal difcuffion, cid Madam 
de Ferval to her fon, I think we may venture 
to affirm, that, as a polite female education 
is now generally accompanied with inſtruc- 
tion in ſome points of learning, it is an act of 
imprudence to oppoſe a cuſtom which has 
been generally received, and from which 
no ill effects appear te reſult. He who is 
not born to alter the opinions of the age he 
lives in, ought always to reſpect them, ſo 
long at leaſt as they are eonſiſtent with vir- 
tue. In thoſe days of barbariſm, when a Lord 
High Conſtable could not fign his name 
| it 


3 
r WET —. 


= © GX tO oo © © uo hey T 3s Ws. 


LET N ER CHI. 49 
jt does not aſtoniſh us to hear that women 
could not read ; but at a period when in- 
ſtruction is thought an honour to mankind, a 
profound ignorance in the female ſex would 
be contemptible. 

Let us not, mamma, replied Miſs de Fer- 
val, reſt our argument here; if we do, my 
brother will certainly obtain the advantage, 


and will doubtleſs Wn this as the effect 


of modern prejudice. Hitherto our debate 
has been rational ; let us not then make 
uſe of any pleas but thoſe of reaſon. Had I 
profited þ better from the leſſons you have 
given me, I ſhould have been more capable 
of managing the debate with my brother; but 
I will endeayour to repeat ſome part of what 
you have taught me: And I beg you will ſet 
me right if I ſhauld deviate rom your Win 
Ciples. 

It is not to be doubted, that the grand ob. 
ject in evety woman ſhould be, an endeavour 
to pleaſe ; I do not mean merely to pleaſe the 
world. This laſt leſſon, chough often incul- 
cated into young women, is a radical error 
in education, and is the ſource of many ex- 
ceſſes, and many domeſtic di nents. She 
muſt endeavour to pleaſe her huſband, of 
whom ſhe is at once the companion, the 
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Friend, and ariſere Nature hath dil) 
| de bel, e equally" "as to men, a rational facull 
capable of Altai and perfection. Her 
| Atuation has, in e manner, impoſed! duties of 
Fnportance on her, which the cannot fulfl, 
except her mind has beef foriied” by. li 
Rrudtion, thät is, i other words, b 1054. 
His And refleRtion. Sn Süg nee to 1e ia. M 
mon) with her huſbahd,' Ack to attath Rim 
to herfelf fom 2 BitftHion*6f Happidefs. "iff 
he is not äble to hd ftr her company” ch 
reſources which education Alone caft furniſhi 
it 1s ſcatcely to de d6ubted, ff he be 1 fl 
of gallantry, but he wilF at Jean's row tiret 
of it, and even ſepatate himſelf Gf her, | 
Intellectual beauties pleaſe much longer ch 
thoſe Which are external. * Next to 
huſband, her children claim hf àttentidh 
As the education of theſe is a taſk CHE 
to both, the wife muſt neceſſarily bear” per 
part in it; The, indeed, Has the gene in- 
fluence th that tender period of life, when the 
tenderneſs of the mind receives the moſt dura- 
ble imprefiongz and there is hardly to be con- 
ceived a greater misfortune, than when thele 
firſt impreſſions are received from an ignorant 
or vicious parent. The adminiſtration of "a 
| a, and the management of ſervants, re- 
quits 
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quire Mr: woman to baye '(udied the ſpringy I 
of this inferior government; this ſtate ain Fi 
miniature 3 and not e — 2 


ee to manners in gen f 
ſhe is more or leſs under the ä — —ͤ— 
Tell me, then, what can be expected, th | 
reſpect to a huſband, to children to familys 
to ſociety in general, from @'woman who'hhs 
never ſtudied her duty, nor ever _leatngid to 

think or reflect; for even thought and re- 
flection are to be learnt. But where are they 

to be acquired, except from. books of nierit?- 
Hiſtory, for example, to thoſe who know for! 
what purpoſe it is to . nnn 
treatiſe of morality. TINT 
But yang replied Fervil, "oy 
you ſhall ever have 4 __— or 20d 
army to command? |  - 

No, brother, al 
greater duty than this. Is hiſtory to be cn 
fined to Princes and Generals ? Are not the 
diſorders of the human mind, at all ieras and 
in all places, a great leſſon of wiſdom ; and 
may not acts of courage, generoſity, and 
E 2 heroiſm, 
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heroiſm, ſerve as examples to every Ration of 
life, if we are capable of making a prope 
tion of them: 
But will not theſe leſſons and exanplbith 
filling your mind with objects ſo far above 
your condition, take from you that idea of 
fimplicity which is ſo neceſſary to your con- 
duct? Can you deſcend, from ſuch elevated 
refleftions, to the affairs of a family, or dhe 
care of children | 

Take care, brother, Teſt you conſider us 
only in the light of ſeryants.' It would c- 
tainly be inexcuſable for a wife to neglect all 
the duties of her province, and to ſhut herlelf 
up in her library; as it would be equally ſoin 
a huſband, if he were to abandon his buſineſs 
and his connections, and to wrap himſelf up 
in the ſciences; The diſcharge of our necellay 
duties is always to be pre- ſuppoſed; but when 
this is done, a woman may be allowed to retue 
and cultivate her mind by reflection and read- 
ing; and, believe me,'ſhe who can employ her- 
- ſelf in this manner, will be leſs likely' to neg- 
let her duties, than one who is not fo well ac- | 
quainted with them; and that woman who 
| hath nevef applied her mind to any ſtudy, will 
e in a "fate of childhood, liable to. 
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every perturbation, and ſuſceptible of ray, be” 
weakneſs. 

And yet, interrupted Ferval, theſe latter a 
are always the moſt agreeable; their very ig- 
norance has an air of complacency ; their only 
endeavour is to pleaſe, and they ſucceed... 

Mighty well! A little while ago we were to 
be ſervants, and now we are to be mere pup- 
pets; but you will obtain no honour by degra- 
ding us in this manner. No, Sir, we will not 
ſubmit to be your ſlaves or your play-things. 5 
We claim a higher rank, the rank of daugh- 
ters, mothers, ſiſters, companions, friends, 1 
know that our duties are ſometimes leſs ſo- 
lemn than yours; that one of the moſt eſſential _ 
is that by which we are bound to be amiable; _ 
arid that we are not to neglect any of thoſe 
graces which will render us agreeable: But 1 
know likewiſe, that the graces of the mind 
give an additional luſtre to perſonal charms, - 

You might have ventured to add, ſaid 
Madam de Ferval, that it is theſe alone which 
give that luſtre. It may be obſerved, that the 
company of women of education is courted 
with more aſſiduity, than that of thoſe who 
have only their natural beauties to boaſt ; be- 
cauſe the rational faculty is ſatisfied only by 
an intellectual communication. 
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| "T-xcknowledge, replied Miſs de re 
chat there are abſtruſe points of learning, 
which do not ſeem conſiſtent with our ſitus- 
| tion, There have, indeed, been women 
who have diſting guiſhed themſelves in _ this 
relpe& ; but theſe examples are 1 rare. . am 
| peaking in a general ſenſe, 
his, faid 1. is owing to the veakneſ of f 
our faculties. © 
| And perhaps too, replied. Miſs. de Feral, 
to the multi plicity of our duties. You. 
brother, 1 diſguiſe nothing. Lam willing to 
I „that women were not intended for the 
ſc ences z but there are inferior articles of 
legrning, 13 ir as 1 have obſerved, 7 
attained equally by us by vou. They 
ndt, indeed, to engro our 1 00 — 
what m ner can we employ gur, 
N 0 weden, theſe? Wa 
pv” us 9 amu ſements, and ſcparate us from. 
N which 15 all others.is the moſt jnnocent? 
9 Woman, baweyer excmpted,, from laben 
can employ ber Tee in a perpetual ſues. 
| cef 10n 0 amuſements. In her retirement ths. 
can e herſelf by reading; but if this ges 
4 9 from her, ſhe will, ſoon be 
diſguſted x with Fl family. ſolitude, and, will fall. 


a prey 2 and incenſtancy, Hes, 


vou 
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outh will be ſpent in tumyl tugus pleaſures . 
rs in, intrigues Ang, the, will era | 
balf her time to the toilette;, And wheaughis 
mode. of life {hall pg, longer: he compatible 
with her years, ſhe will at laſt addict herſelf 
to gaming... Is not,.this_.an,, abridgement of 
the lives of. ſuch women as, are horn to the 
inheritance of bus. but whoſe minds have 
remained. uncultivated, „do many, families 
haye experienced the conſequences, that I am 
ſurprized you ſhould be a anger to tham. 

What your ſiſter has afſerted, ſaid Madam» 
de Ferval, is agreeable to zeaſar..,One.of: 
the principal objects Which, in my opinion, 
every perſon who is entruſted with a female 
education ought to have in views is to im 
plant the love of readin 2, and acquiring agreat 
able points of knowledge ;.. becauſe ſa genteel 
an amuſement will not only. form tha; minds 
of young people, but will preſerve them from 
other taſtes, which are always triflings and 
ſometimes, dangerous. To,know, how to em- 
ploy our leiſure is neceſſary at every age of 
life; in youth it is a preſervatiye : in age ĩt i 
a reſource; and it is qegonomical at all times. 

117 each of us, ſiſter, replied, Mr. qe Fer- 
val, giye up a part of the argument, and come 
to an accommodation. I will conſent that 

E 4 the 
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| "Facknowledge, replied Miſs de "Fei. 
chat there are àbſtruſt points of Tearning,, 
which do not ſeem confiſtent with our fitug- 
tian There Have, indeed, been women 
who have diſtiaguihed dewſelves in dhe 
relpe& ; ; but theſe PUT Jeu The rare. * am 

| Speaking ina general ſenſe. 

| T ſald J, is owing to the 3 ä 

our faculties. nk 

And perhaps too, replied. Miſs. de F coal 
to the multiplicity of our duties. You ſee, 
brother, 1 diſguiſe nothing. I am willing to | 
on, that women were not intended for 
ſciences ; but there are inferior articles 4 

Jegrning, | which, - as 1 bers obſeryed, may 
attained equally by us as by you. They hora. f 
not, indeed, to engrofs 0 our ws time, but 
in What man ner can we employ ous, dei 
h qurs 85 chan in theſe? W ould. you ht. 
| 5 us amu ſements, and and ſeparate. us fi 
tf which of all others is the maſt innocent? 

9 A 80 5 Weyer exempted, fr om;labour, 
can employ b er whole.time.i ina perpetual ſucs . 
| ceftion « 0! amuſewents. In her retirement ſha 
can entertain herſelf by reading; but if this gen 
ſoure be taken from her, ſhe will, ſogg he, 
diſgutted 1 with A family. ſolitude, and, will fall. 
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youth 2 be ſpent. in faq; tuous pleaſuresz 
perhaps in, intrigues aud, the, will,derars 
half her time to the toilette; And when this 
mode ff. life ſhall, pg, langer,he. 
with, her years, "he will at laſt addi& herſelf 
to gaming. Is not, this zan. abridgement of 
the lives of. ſuch Women as, are hora to the 
inheritance of bebe g whoſe minds have 
remained. uncu]tivated, .? So. many, families 
haye experienced, the conſequences, that Lam 
ſurprized you ſhould he a ſttanger to tham. 
What your, ſiſter has aſſerted, ſaid Madam» 
de Ferval, is. agreeable to reaſan. One of 
the principal objects which, in my opinion,. 
every perſon who is entruſted with a female 
education ought to have in views is to im 
plant the love of reading, and acquiring agreat 
able pojnts of knowledge ;, becauſe ſaigenteel 
an amuſement will not only form tha minds 
of yqung people, but will preſerve them from 
other taſtes, which are always trifling, and 
ſometimes dangerous. To know ho to em- 
ploy our leiſure is neceſſary; at every age of 
life; in youth it is a preſervative; in age its - 
= reſource; 3 and it is economical at all times. 
Let each of us, ſiſter, replied, Mr. dg Fer- 
val, giye up a part of the argument, and.come.-. 
to an accommodation. I will conſent that 
E 4 the 
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the ladies ſhall read at their leiſure moments; 
when they are alone and have nothing elſe to 
claim their attention: But you muſt conſents 
on the other hand, that they talk not of their 
reading, that thejr learning ſhall lie concealed, 
and never be mentioned in any converſation, 
"What a ſtrange opinion, brother! To what 


purpoſe muſt there be all this myſtery ? Sup: 
_ poſe that in my preſence a circumſtance 


hiſtory ſhould be mentioned, or a diſcovery i 


geography, or any ſimilar obſervation ; muſt l 
be excluded from a conyerſation which is in- 
—— a me? Surely I might ſpeak of it zs 
N k of the news of the day, without 
any affe@tation, without any pretenſion to ex · 
traordinary learning, or valuing myſelf on a 
knowledge of that which every perſon might 
know as well as I? © 
But this will be only triumphing oyer 
thoſe who are not ſo learned as you. ; 
It will be their own misfortune, then. Let 
them have more knowledge, or leſs pride, 1 
will not refuſe to enter into a conyerſation 
with them, on a head-drefs or a favourite lap- 
dog ; nor will I ever wiſh to ſhine at their ex - 
pence; but I will never be debarred from 
ſpeaking as freely, and with more pleaſure, on 
intereſting us.” It is ; duty, I — 
wh 
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which we owe to ſociety, if ſome ladies ſhould 
not reliſh. any converſation of this ſort, to 8 
change it to another topic; but I ſhould never 

ſubmit to own myſelf ignorant, in the company 
of thoſe who have been better educated. If 
converſation is to be deprived of theſe intereſt - 
ing ſubjects, when the common topics of the 
day are exhauſted, it will fink into the rela» 
tion of inſipid tales, frivolous remarks, or ab- 
ſolute ſcandal. The only fault which a wo- 
man, that has abilities and a fluency of words, 
is likely to fall into, is an impertinence, or an 
affectation of diſtinction. Even you, brother, 
do not diſlike the talent, which certainly is an 
additional beauty, but the abuſe of it; and 
that ridiculous vanity which you think will 
reſult from it. But on this I have already de- 
clared my opinion, I would not have women 
pedantic, nor do I require them to be learn- 
ed. I wiſh them only to be permitted to re- 
ceive ſome of the advantages of education; that 
they may at leaſt be conſidered by the men 
as rational, and valuable members of ſociety, - 

I find, ſiſter, you mean to break through 

all ſubordination, and would place your ſex 
on an equality with ours. This is really 


going too far, | | 
I thought, 
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rikbught; brother; 'rep plied Mis de erv 
I had drawn a linie VASES: your d duties 
Gurs, ahd had Ufftingüffhed what 1 125 was our tru 
merit, our accom ene ny what ought 
to be our — 146 der der Ee. 
proach! MyIntentidti was only to redtify yo 
ideas of 5 Idid not mean to 15 
the privileges of yours, This would be t 
ſubvert ſociety. But, Taid ſhe fmiling,] I wy 
our debate has'taken a very ſerious | turn! 

Is it not, ſiſter, upon A ſerious ſubj 7 
If you did but know from what ae thele 
ideas of mine have been taken — 

I am very willing, brother, to give all due 
homage to ſuperior talents; ba? we . may be 
permitted to diſcuſs a propolition, and allent 
only where reaſon convinces us. 

And can you, ſaid the Marquis, reſiſt Rer. 
los herſelf, when ſhe is thus accompanied with. 
the Graces? Come, Ferval, be ingenuous, and, 
acknowledge you have loſt the victory. 

There's gallantry for you, fiſter! Do y 1 

allow all that? 

The Marquis, replied Madach de Ferval,ts 
certainly very obliging: But as it grows late hy 
I think' we had bett& conclude our argy ent. 
We aroſe, and returned to the caltle. While 
we were Coming back, Madam de Feryal told 


3 | 
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me, wa b her eldeſt daughter was ſo fond of. 


reading when ſhe was only ten years old, that 
| ſhe was obliged to put every book out of —_ 2 


way z while Henrietta, on the contrary, totally 
diſliked it. I am not pleaſed, ſaid ſhe, wich 
theſe very early talents : We muſt be children 
during the age of childhood, if we would be 
rational at the age of reaſon : This paſſion of 
hers for ſtudy is now reſtrained, therefore, to- 
the bounds of moderation and prudence. He- 
lena continues much the ſame as ſhe has ever 
been; but her reluctance gives me no uneaſi- 
neſs, Her vivacity has hitherto prevented her 
application; but ſhe requires only to be fol- 
lowed a little, and to have proper opportuni- 
ties thrown in her way, I have remarked, 
that, ſhe has read ſome books which had thus * 
fallen into her.hands ; they were, I acknow- 
ledge, rather amuſing than inſtructive: But 
muſt always begin with what is moſt pleaſing,” 
and aſcend gradually from pleaſure to utility. 
What is your opinion, my dear Counteſs, 
of this excellent parent? Is the not herſelf 
entitled to every compliment that is paid to 
the talents and graces of her daughters? She 
is now beginning to reap the fruit of her ho- 
nourable labour, and I believe will receive a 
great reward. This lady with her youngeſt 
daughters 
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daughters went home from us three days agd; : 
but Miss de Ferval Rill remains here, in con- 
ſequence of her mamma's promiſe, that ſhe 
ſhould ſpend one feaſon with me. The Mar- 
quis is not, I think, inſenſible to ſuch merit 
and accompliſhments ; and Miſs de Ferval, 
though with the utmoſt modeſty and reſbrece 
cannot conceal an emotion which his alla! | 
ties have occaſioned, Her brother ſtays with" 
her. I cannot, my dear friend, help expref, 
- fivg my hopes, that you will have no reafon 
to repent your brother's viſit to Varennes. 
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LETTER Clv. 1 
From Miſs de Ferval to her Mather. K+ of 


Varennes, 70 1 125 

8 two days only have 40 0 b 
ſince your departure, your abſence, my 

dear mamma, has ſenſibly affected me: 1 hope, 
however, you will keep your promife, and 
that nothing will happen to detain you above 
the fortnight. Madam de Narton's is a moſt © 
charming fituation; her acquaintance, I ſhould * 
think, would never require many invitations 
toreturn her viſits; there time will glide away 
infenfibly, I ſhall be obliged to you to ſend 
| ny 


PRE 


1 
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my guittar. The Marquis de Roſelle has juſt 
received from Paris a packet of novelties, 
and among them ſome charming airs from the | 
new operas. He is ſo obliging as to accom- 
pany me in ſinging them, having a fine voice, 
and an admirable taſte. I endeayour to form 
my taſte from the inſtructions which he has 
given me. His politeneſs is beyond deſcrip- 
tion; and his leſſons, which are in fact little 
concerts, give — pleaſure to Madam de 
Narton, who deſires me to aſſure you of her 
friendſhip. The Marquis preſents his reſpects 
to you, and my brother joins with me in the 
moſt affectionate ſentiments. I embrace my 
ſiſters with the moſt perfect cordiality. 


a nr — 
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LETTER CV. 
From Madam de Ferval to her Daughter. 
Ferval, Fuly 2. 

1 AM in doubt, my dear child, whether I 

ſhall be able to return'to Madam de Nar- 
ton's ſo ſoon as I propoſed. Henrietta is ; 
ſhe found herſelf indiſpoſed yeſterday, and has 
had a fever all the night ; but the Phyſician is 
in hopes it will not be attended with danger. 
I fincerely wiſh it may not ; but her recovery 


will require time and caution. Do not be 
uneaſy; 


— 
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Sen 
as frequently as poffible . 1 
Muteu, dear girl. I am fent for in huſte by 
yourfiſter. 1 herd not repeat the Wallets 
of my affetion e peu. Mes e 


. , — N re — 
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Ti * From Mie de Perval to ber Mother. 
Varennes, July 3. 
N OU have acquainted me, my dear 
| mamma, with my ſiſter's illneſs ; but 
| - why did you not ſend orders that I might 
come, and ſhare in the fatigue which it mult 
occaſion? Were I not aſſured of your perfect 
knowledge, of my heart, I ſhould be uppre- 
henſive that you thought me either incapable 
or unworthy of ſerving her. But I am per- 
ſuaded to the contrary. Your parental affec- | 
tion, which is not to be deſcribed, would in- 
duce you to ſacrifice. your own health to pte 
ſerve that of your children, I entreat that 
you will ſend for me, Helena's conſtitution, 
I am certain, will not permit her to break 
into the hours of reſt, and the whole fatigue 
will conſequently fall on you. This event, 
notwithſtanding all the endeavours of Madam 
de Narton and the Marquis to conſole me, 


gives 
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gives me- much affliction. It is, . 
ſome alleviation to be in the company of thoſe 
who are endowed with ſo much ſenſibility. 
My brother had reſolved: to ſet out immedi- 
ately, but was prevented by the ſervant, who 


ſignified your requeſt to the contrary. What, 
mania could be your-inducement ? 


LETTER cvu. 
Madam * Ferval te her Son ang: 
Daughter. 


Ferval, Fuly 10 
Vo a not, my dear children, be un 
der any ſurprize at the myſtery of my. 
laſt letter. Henrietta's illneſs was the meaſles, 
and her ſiſter was ſeized with the ſame diſorder 
in two days after. It would have been im- 
prudent, therefore, to have ſent for you; and, 
as the air is ſtill contagious, your departure 
from Varennes had better be deferred for at 
leaſt a fortnight or three weeks. Your ſiſters 
are both out of danger, but ſtill keep their 
bed. Adieu. Reſume your tranquillity, and 
relieve the anxiety of Madam de Narton. 


IL. B T. 
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From Madam do Bejnt-Gever ts Allied 


OA 

| | Paris, Tub 5. 
you can hardly i 3 my dear friend, 

| the pleaſure I received from Madam de 
Ferval's plan of education, which diſcloſes Na- 
ture and Reaſon in all their ſimplicity, It i 
very different from that which is followed here: 
but I think I can diſcover the occaſion of this 
difference. Such an education as Madame 
Ferval's children have received, requires a 
conſiderable fund of virtue, tenderneſs, diſ- 
cretion, and goodneſs; and by ſuch parents as 
poſſeſs theſe qualities, her plan will always be 
followed. But what can be expected from 
women, whoſe abilities are confined, or whoſe 
hearts are inſenſible to maternal affection! It 
1s leſs difficult to order a girl to be ſilent, than 
to inſtruct her how and when to ſpeak, 1 
am of opinion, therefore, that this fault 
in education, which is ſo greatly and ge- 
nerally injurious, proceeds from an in- 
difference in mothers, from whom it deſcends * 
to the daughters, and thus devolves from ge- 
neration to generation. Of this indifference, 
I take diſſipation to be the original cauſe. A 


modern lady pays little regard to her huſband, | 
her 
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her children, or her duty becauſe her atten- 
tion is confined to herſelf and her amuſements. 


How frequently do we ſee children ſpoiled in 


their earlieſt infancy by ſuch mothers, who 
play with them, and. treat them in the ſame 
manner as they do their dolls? When theſe 
children grow. up, and require a real — 
neſs, all loye is withdrawn from them. "They 
then are looked upon as expenſive. incum- 
brances; and if they happen to be daughters, 
every diſpatch is made to marry them to the 
beſt advantage, that no care on their account 
may ever return. My ſurprize at that ſtrength 
of argument which was diſplayed by Miſs de 
Ferval, was equalled only by the pleaſure 
which I received from it, and your deſcrip- 
tion of the diſpoſition and excellencies of this 
amiable girl has rendered me impatient for 
the accompliſhment of our wiſhes, My bro- 
ther finds the waters perfectly agree with him. 
The journey was, indeed, a fortunate one, 
Itis a real felicity, my dear Madam, to have 
ſuch a friend as you; and no one can poſſibly 
have a higher ſenſe of it than myſelf, 


£66] 
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FIN de Narton to de St.-Sever. 


Va, arennes, July 11. 

Cannot help thinking, my dear Counteſs, 
that in order to inſpire the giddy train of 
youth with a diſguſt for intrigues, it would be 
ſufficient to ſet before them a repreſentation 
of pure affection. Such a picture I have now 
before me; and it is impoſſible not to be affect - 
ed with it. What moſt of all charms me, is, 
the ſituation of our two lovers, for ſuch I muſt 
now call them, who have no ſuſpicion of any 
ſuch ſenſation. I verily believe that your 
brother has not had one thought of his being 
in love with Miſs de Ferval; and I am ſtill 
more certain, that ſhe has never conſidered the 
Marquis as her captive. From this mutual 
ignorance a confidence has ariſen, which, 
when they ſhall become better acquainted with 
their emotions, will exiſt no more. I am 
highly pleaſed with this ſtate of innocence, 
and have no wiſh to undeceive them. By en- 
tering the drawing-room yeſterday, however, 
I unexpectedly interrupted them. They had 
ſcarcely been a minute alone; but, though l 


will not venture to aſſign a reaſon, the face 
of 
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of my young friend was immediately covered 


with bluſhes. I have likewiſe: obſeryed in 


her, ever ſince, an air of inquietude, which I 


had never ſeen before; but I believe ſhe does 
not know I took notice of her confuſion. 


- _ 


Her ſiſters have lately been ill with the 
meaſles ; and her concern at not being able 


to attend them, and relieve her mother's 


anxiety, was exquiſite, But Madam de Fer- 


val prudently reſolved not to expoſe her 


daughter or ſon to the infected air. I could 


ſcarcely refrain from complimenting Miſs de 


Ferval on ſo ſincere a deſire to leave us, during 
ſo enchanting a period as that of a growing 


paſſion; a paſſion the more ſeductive, as ſhe is 
inconſcious of it. Nothing, I am ſatisfied, 
will ever prevail on her to neglect her duty. 
Adieu, my dear Counteſs; it grows late. 
The Marquis is no longer a valetudinarian. 
The waters of Bains are ſurely miraculous! 


* 
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LETTER CX. 
From Miſs de Feryal to her Mather, 


Varennes, Fuly 11. 


HAT a proof, mamma, of your ten- 
derneſs | I could hardly have thought, 

after ſuch encouraging meſſages as we daily 
F2 recely ed, 
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received, that the illneſs of my Carb was's 

dangerous. ' You were willing to coheeabthe./ 

danger from us, till it was over: But this, 
my deareſt mother, was, indeed; too much] 
I am not under the leaſt apprehenſion of any 

_ + contagion, and therefore intreat it of you, 

2s a fayour, that I may return home. My bro- : 

'. ther, indeed, had better not be-expoſed ſo 
early, but my preſence is abſolutely neceſſary,  - 
I am certain it is. But if you did but 
requeſt. Our ſeparation has continued al- 
moſt a fortnight, and I never wiſhed to ſee 
you with ſuch earneſtneſs as I do at preſent, 
Adieu, dear mamma; and continue your 

regard to a daughter, whoſe every wiſh i is to 


render herſelf by wa of _— a RR S 
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From Miſs de Ferval to her Mother. | 


Varennes, July 12. 
| 2h is your defire, then, you have even laid 
your commands on me, that I ſhould re- 
main here. You have aſſured me that you do 
juſtice to my ſentiments; and have judged fo 
favourably of them, as to attribute to my aſ- 
fection the whole honour of my earneſtneſs to 


* 
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return I am fearful, however, leſt his 
clogium ſhould be unmerited —I bluſh — 
. 1 . But confidence ſhall not be con- | 
_  quered by ſhame and timidity. To keep fi- 
lence with you now; would be dangerous, 
and perhaps criminal, Tou alone are my 
confident; on you, " therefore, l will repoſe my- 


ſelt, as my guide and comforter; With what 


earneſtneſs do I wiſh, my dear mother, that 

in your arms, on your boſom, I could pour 
out my heart fall, at your feet I fall, and 
implore your aſſiſtance = How great is the ſe- 
cret with which I am, now going to entruſt 
you?—1 fear—Yes, dear mamma —Love |— 
Emotions, ſtrange and unknown before, have 
agitated my ſoul. Hope, fear, pleaſure, unea- 
ſineſs, alternately ſucceed each other, and 
every idea is fixed on one, object. What a 
perturbation, elevating to rapture, or de- 
prefling to deſpair | Two days. only have 
paſſed fince I firſt ſuſpected myſelf of ſodanger- 
ous a weakneſs, How many trials have alrea» 
dy experienced; and what tears have I ſhed ! 
Shall I name the cauſe? Anaccident diſcovered 
it. By Madam de Narton's leaving the room, 
I was left with the. Marquis alone, who ap- 
peared much affected by the illneſs of my 
liſters, On my expreſſing my hope of being 
* 


ny 


mh” 


©. «© Will you, ſaid the Marquis, leave us ſo ub- 
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ſent * that day, or the next at fartheſt; 


K \ 
\ 4 


ruptly? Your mamma has made an abſolute 
promiſe to Madam de Narton, that you ſhould 
Continue here the ſeaſon — — Beſides, your 
_ fiſters are not in danger — What can be your 
motive ?— Surely you will not go ſo ſoon 
' While he ſpoke theſe words, he ſeemed in 
agitation, dejection, and ſurprize — But, 
Oh, mamma, had he perceived my emotion 
Madam de Narton, however, re- entering, 
gave me an opportunity to retire to my cham- 
ber, where I reflected on my extreme agita- 
tion, and endeayoured to diſcover the occaſion 
of it. What tears followed this reflection 
Here then was the ray of light which opened 
the receſſes of my heart — And yet, can fo 
much emotion, ſo much anxiety, proceed 
from a ſimple mark of politeneſs and friend- 
ſhip ? Is it not an humiliation to love, and to 
be the firſt to entertain that paſſion ? — Can 
reſpe& be his motive for concealing his ? — 
' Poffibly, his efteem for me is the cauſe ! — 
| Efteem ! — Has he, then, penetrated my ſen- 
_ . timents? — I flatter myſelf he has not. M 
moſt ardent wiſh is to conceal my bluſhes from 
the eyes of all, but eſpecially from his Even 


if he ſhould love 4, if any a in me has 
r 


* * * p 
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given him pleaſyre— But with what am I 
flattering myſelf? No. I will not give way 
to ſuch flattering ideas — The inferiority of 
my circumſtances — Had he been doom— 
| ed to a leſs fortune | or had my ſtation been 
more elevated ! —But what illuſions are theſe l 
Forgive, dear mother, forgive theſe marks 
of weakneſs, which I bluſh at. Nothing 
of what I write to you ſhall e 
out; my heart ſhall lie open to you, and 
you ſhall be the ſole judge of every diſ- 
order in it. I am ſubject to weakneſs, but 
I have a friend who will teach me to triumph 
over it; a friend who is tender, prudent, and 
capable of aſſiſting me; who gave me birth, 


| | who formed my mind to virtue, who has 


no wiſh but for my happineſs, from whom 
I will never conceal a thought, and with 
whom no object of love ſhall ever come in 
competition. I find myſelf already relieved 
by the confeſſion I have made of my weakneſs. 

I am ſtrengthened, I am tranquil, when I reflect 
that my mother is devoted to me, and that L 
hall ſoon be with her. Recall me, tear me 
from hence, my honoured, my adorable pa- 
rent. Iam impatientto embrace you, my deareſt 
ſiſters ! Why have I been exempted from that 


my of life which you have undergone |! 
„ LE T- 


3. 


E ſelf, becauſe I might both have foreſeen and 
85 prevented it. The Marquis de Roſelle was 
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Hun Madam de Ferval to her Daughter. 


ie + 5b; itt val July Tz. 
* Es, Lon gil! thy mother is indeed thy 
pe and ou art worthy of her 
©. friendſhip, The confidence Which you have 
placed in me hath affected me with pleaſure, 
1 had almoſt ſaid with gratitude :' Tt is one of 
che greateſt marks of flial tenderneſs. How fin- 


45 Er do I pity your ſituation | I have ever fear- 


ed that dangerous gift with which you have 
been endowed, your ſenſibility. A heart ſo 


1 "ſuſceptible as yours requires the moſt rigid vir- | 
tue, and with ſuch a a virtue I have endeavoured 
I to inſpire you. Ihaveno apprehenſions on this 


head; my uneaſineſs ariſes from your inquie- 
: tude, with which I cannot but reproach my- 


born to enjoy the love of a heart like yours: 
1 ought not, therefore, to have expoſed vou to 
ſo. great a danger. Do not forget that it is 


pour mother who is now accuſing herſelf to 
Fou. It is your part to aſſiſt her deen her 


faults. - 


Be attentive. Vou have already faid to 
yourſelf, [ can have no hopes of eſpouſing the | 
| ung F 


1 


a | | Marquis. ; to this the inferiority" of my fortune 


| : 


F 


* 
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is a ſufficient obſtacle. Such marriages-are, 
indeed, very rare, 'Few ſactifies are made to 
merit alone, and. virtue has nothing ſeductive. 


: A deſerving girl may be eſteemed, ſſie may be 
pitied for her want 0 fortune, and Her com- 


pany may perhaps be courted; but after All, ſhe 


will ſeldom get a good huſband.” Conſider how 
great muſt be the Marquis's affection for you, 


if, for your ſake, he could think of ſacrificing 
all his brilliant hopes? Can you flattèt your- 
ſelf with ſuch a thought? You are 10 ſtran- 
ger to his late paſſion for Leonori.” Muſt it 


not have exhauſted his heart of every ſenſation 


of love? But ſuppoſing him not incapable of 


4 6 that tender ſentiment, can he be To ſoon af- 
| fected by. a new object? That propoſal, in 


- which your prejudices thought they diſcovered 


_ a paſſion, might reſult only from politeneſs, 


_ familiarity, the love of agreeable company, or 
from friendſhip. You ſeem already to have 
diſcovered your miſtake; I ach glad of it. 
This miſtake is common, eſ hh with thoſe 
who have been brought up in a ſecluſion from 
the world, and whoſe vanity has miſted them. 
Love, indeed, might have drawn you into 
it, had not reaſon preſerved you from it. 
Let us s beware of flattery ; it is ſafer to Om 
fo 
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00 than to rely too much on hope. We 
are at all times much nearer allied to misfor- 
tune than to happineſs. | * 

The health of your ſiſters will not permit 
me to ſet out within leſs than four days for 
aps Vercourt, where I ſhall expect to meet you. 
Do not, by any means, think of coming hither, 
\ as the air cannot but ſtil] be infected; and fo 
abrupt a departure might diſcloſe that which, 
at preſent, it is beſt you ſhould ſeem not to 
know. This is the firſt time I ever adviſed you 
to diffimulation z but in this caſe it is not only 
lawful, but decency and honour render it 
neceſſary, Be particularly (cautious in your 
behaviour towards the Marquis, whom you 
will do well to avoid, without ſeeming to 


. avoid him. Appear neither to dread his pre- 


ſence nor to court it, but endeavour to decline 
converſation with him, except in the viewof 
Madam de Narton, on whoſe greatneſs of ſen- 
timent I rely. Purſue that plan which forti- 
tude inſpires. Reflect, that perhaps you may 
never again behold him who is now the ob- 
jet of your tenderneſs ;_ and that he, per- 
haps, may never have another thought of 
you. Recall to your memory thoſe days of 
happineſs which were ſpent with me in ſere- 
nity and liberty of heart ; and forget not that 


© multitude of errors to which love will expoſe 


with the moſt ardent affection. 
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we were born to militate with ourſelves, and 
to find peace in victory alone. Think of that 


you. Confider that your duty commands 
you to forget a man, who was never intended 
to be your huſband ; and that nothing is 
wanting to complete your tranquillity while 
you are in the family of your mother ; while 


you enjoy the pleaſures of innocence, bene- 


volence, and virtue. I perceive that your 
heart will be torn by ſuch reflections as theſe ; 
but may they prevent your future life from 


being more embittered ! 


I have nothing to direct you, with reſpe@ to 
your conduct; I only am fearful leſt your em- 


barraſſment ſhould cauſe a diſcovery. Endea- 
vour to aſſume an air of gaiety, during your 


continuance at Madam de Narton's ; I ſhall 
be equally impatient as you till we meet in 
mutual embraces, to mingle our tears, and 
conſole each other. Then you may give the 


laſt touches to the repreſentation of your diſ- 
treſs. I wiſh to know no more than what 


you will tell me; but I ſhall even then know 
all. I am ſenſible how much uneaſineſs I have 


| avoided, by inſpiring you betimes with a love 


of virtue. I embrace you, my deareſt girl, 


LE T- 


8 | no ſuch wiſh had ever ariſen. I am waiting till 
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rue Madam de Feryal to Madam de Narton, 

Ferval, Fuly 13. 
ou have obtained Madam, the 
ſecret of my daughter's heart . She is 

in love; 3 ſhe has acquainted me with her paſ- 
ſion; but it is to myſelf alone the fault can be 
imputed. She was ever ſuſceptible, and has N 
had few opportunities of converſing with 
men, eſpecially with thoſe of her own age. 
For once I have failed in the reſolution I had 
made, never to ſuffer a daughter to form 
connections with any man, while there was 
an uncertainty that he would be her huf- 
band. The projects you mentioned are the 
effuſions of a ſincere friendſhip, If they can 
be brought about at all, my daughter's de- 
parture will be no hindrance; it will give * 
vou a better opportunity to obſerve the ſen- 
... timents of the Marquis. I dare not, how- 
ever, hope ſo much : It is my part to act as if 


Helena has recovered ſtrength enough, by the 
aſſiſtance of a litter, to accompany me to my 


T It appears * this paſſage, that Madam de Narton 
had communicated to Madam de Ferval her ſuſpicions, and 
her views in conſequence of them, by ſome letter not in- 

6 cluded i in this collection. | 

little 
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little eſtate at Vercourt. I intend to be there 
by Thurſday, and ſhall expect to meet my 
eldeſt daughter, whom I cannot think of ex- 
poſing to the contagious air of this place. One © 
of the ſervants is actually dead; but I have 
been happy enough to conceal this event 


from her. You have manifeſted great pru- 


dence, in ſo induſtriouſly keeping from her 
your ſuſpicions. Continue, I intreat of you, 
your care over her conduct; but do not ap- 
parently follow her. Even with vulgar minds 
too cloſe an inſpection is uſeleſs, and engages 
them to other methods of deceit ; but to cul- 
tivated minds it is highly pernicious, A girl 
of virtue and delicacy cannot but be offended 
if ſhe finds herſelf obſerved! It will be beſt; 
for the few days ſhe will remain with you, td 

affiſt her ſecretly i in preventing any of thoſe 
opportunities, which are ſo embarraſſing to a 
young mind i in love. If I were to entruſt her 
to you for any longe er period, I ſhould exhort 
her to diſcloſe her any and commit 
herſelf to you as to her guide. From that eon- 
fidence ſhe, has ever placed in you, ſue could 
ſcarcely refuſe it; but modeſty is more deli- 
cate than reaſon, Adieu, dear Madam, your 
regard to my daughter and to myſelf leaves 
me in perfect tranquillity, 
5 L E T: 
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From Madam de Narton to Madam de Saint, 
Sever. | 7 * io 


| Varennes, Fuly 15. 
1 Confeſs. to you, my dear Counteſs, that r 
have not yet been able to inform myſelf, 
with any certainty, of your brother's ſen- 
timents. Had I, written to you yeſterday 
morning, I ſhould have told you, what has ap- 
| peared to me certain for theſe eight days paſt, 
that he was deeply in love with Miſs de Ferval. 
He ſeemed uneaſy except in her company; he 
was ever ſeeking her; ſhe was the onl) y object | 
of his attention in our little 3 and 
her excellencies were the only topics of his 
converſation whenever he ſpoke to me. In 
ſhort, no doubt remained of his paſſion ; it 
charmed me, and my ſole endeavour was to 
find opportunities to cheriſh it. Yeſterday 
evening we agreed to take an airing as far as 
Bains, to enjoy the pleaſures of the grove, 
which is rendered extremely agreeable by the 
reſort of company. We had been there ſe- 
veral times before; but as Ferval was pre- 
engaged, our party at this time conſiſted only 
of Miſs de Ferval, the Marquis, and myſelf. 
a Ever 
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7 MW Every thing paſſed very agreeably, and your 
» WW brother, as uſual, addreſſed many ſpritely . 

compliments to our young friend. Thus en- 
gaged, we had been walking about a quarter 
of an hour, when a lady of ſome Denny, uf 
followed by her ſervant-maid, paſſed and re-- 
paſſed us —— times. The Marquis did not 
at firſt take notice of her; but as ſoon as he 
had obſerved her, he betrayed a viſible ſur- 
prize, and ſeveral times changed colour. 
When this lady returned, he gazed on her; 
ſill, however, ſtriving to conceal his earneſt- 
neſs ; and whenever he ſpoke, it was with the 
greateſt confuſion. I therefore motioned our 
return home, and he followed us mechani- 
cally, . At night I took an opportunity to aſk 
him, whether he knew the lady? He bluſh- 
ed, aſſured me he was not acquainted with 
any of the company now at the waters, and 
ſoon after withdrew, excuſing himſelf as in- 
diſpoſed with the head-ach. Miſs de Ferval 
and myſelf roſe this morning at the uſual time, 
but the Marquis had not left his room ; I 
therefore ſent to enquire how he did. He 
ſent word he had had a very reſtleſs night, 
and that he deſired leave to decline the waters 
for this morning. When he was riſen I aſk- 


ed him more particularly of his diſorder ; he 
told 


$0... LETTER cxiy. 
told me, bs ſuſpected the waters had not eit 
| proper effect, and that be had ſome thoughts 
of gojng to his apartments at Bains, and try- 
ing them for a few days at the ſpring: Ferval 
offexed to accompany him, hr the Marquis 
refuſed, urging his reluctan e to put him to 
an inconvenience, as his lodgings were ſmall, 
and wguld not, without great difficulty, Aan 
of two perſons; he deſi red, therefore, not to" 
be preſſed any further on that bead. le is 
now gone out, leaying us in the greateſt fur 
prize; Ferval is diſpleaſed with his refuſal 
and. poor Miſs de Ferval's affliction, which 1 
not concealed from me, has given me inex- 
preſfible uneaſineſs. What an affliction, that l 
ſhould be the inſtrument of making this deur 
girl unhappy.! She endeavoured to be chear- 
ful at dinner, but her gaiety was not natural, 
The Marquis, who is gone to lie at Bains, 
is abſent, ſorrowful, and agitated. But 1 
will not venture to expreſs any ſuſpicions. I 
can ſcarcely give way to them. Can it be 
poſſible? May Heaven preſerve us from new 
troubles ! 1 
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Paremes, Tub ib. 
NEAREST; tendereſt mother, how well- 
founded were your conjectures ! How 
great is my misfortudie ! Send for me, I in- 
treat of you; ſend for me, without a moment's 
delay. I die — The Marquis is unworthy — 
And yet I love him — He has ſeen Leonora, 
and his paſſion is rekindled. He has left us. 
He is gone to Bains, where this creature now 
is. How flow will time ſeem to move till we 
meet When in your arms, I will lament my 
unhappy weakneſs ! I thought, alas! I had 
entertained no ſentiment of hope. But, Ob! 
yan ates | ; 
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LETTER CXVI. 
From Madam de Ferval to her Daughter. 


Ferval, Fuly 16. 

FLY, fly then to my arms ! your misfor- 
tune, my dear child, increaſes my ten- 
derneſs. The object of your affection is no 
longer worthy of it ; ut 
Vo I. II. knows 


- 
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known at preſent. All that is left for you, 
is the mournful indulgence of ſighs and tears. 


Expect you with the A n 


M* fulpicions, dear Counteſs, were but 


caſion of her coming. I have not myſelf 
him this morning at the Wells; and he ap- 


mentioned nothing of any diſcovery, but 
only aſked whether we ſhould not ſee him 
' foon: To which the Marquis replied, that 
he did * he ſhould be able to come 


"t by ' 
9 
* 


Thoſe tears Iwill wipe away. I will ſet out 
a day ſooner than I propoſed for Vercourt, 
Where your ſiſters will rejoin us, and 1 ſhall 
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* From Madam de Narton fo Madam de 
Saint- Sever. « 


Varennes, Fuly 6 


too well-founded ; the lady I ſpoke of 
was no other than L Ferval ſaw her 
this morning, but the Marquis was not with 
her. I cannot conceive how this unhappy 
creature got here, nor what could be the oc- 


ſeen the Marquis to-day, but Ferval met 


peared greatly embarraſſed. Ferval, however, | 


? hither 
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hither to-day ;- but that, if he poſſibly could, 

he would certainly wait on us to-morrow. * 
_ Mils de Ferval has this moment left Us, 
her mother having requeſted her departure, | 
which, notwithſtanding the pleaſure I re- 
ceived from her company, perfectly charmed 
me; although her efforts to conceal her 
grief, as they muſt certainly have redoubled 
it, increaſed my pity for her. What re- 
proaches have I not to make to myſelf! and 
how eaſily was I perſuaded to believe what I 
wiſhed ! what a 3 of uneaſineſs will this 
relapſe, for ſuch I fear it is, be to us all! 
even to the Marquis himſelf? Adieu, my dear 
Counteſs. Arm yourſelf with reſolution. 


— 


LETTER CXVII. | 
From Madam de Saint-Sever to Madem de 
Narton, a 


8 Paris, Fuly 19. 
WHAT a reverſe, my dear friend —T 
can ſupport it no longer. Can my bro- 

ther be really ſo weak! and that to ſo on- 
temptible a degree I tremble—I am all in 
tears - But I conjure you not to abandon himz 
by our friendſhip I conjure you, have pity on 
. G2 his 
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| his * Li 9 that our troubles wait | 
as 1 1 our letter. I 


unity. of meeting wit] 1 2 11 of | 
Theg of. you, in ignorance. of any thin 25 

not regard my weakneſs, Fear always maghti- 

ez every object; let nothing then be con- 
| cealed from me, whatever uncalineſs it may 4 
occaſion me. Your friendſhip, my worthy 
friend, is my greateſt relief. It cite ſou 
| much trouble, but [ will not be ungrdte 
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LETTER CXX. 
From Madam de Narton to Madam de Saint 


Sever. 


VPiarennes, Juh 18. 
Exkxx thing, my dear Counteſs, that 

| occurs here, is an ænigma, and will exer- 
| ciſe our paſſions till we obtain the ſol utjon. 5 
Iwould willingly conceal | my. perplexity from 
you, butleſt your imagination { ſhould cut-run 
Ar „Iwill! venture to acquaint y Cu Wird Aal | 
at know, whether it be the Hickkngs of 


Rope or fear. Yeſterday ms: the Mar- 
_ quis 


* 
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quis returned hither, and told — with * 
politeneſs, that he found the Waters in f A- | 
gree better at t heWells than at my hoſe; Ard 
chat he thought them much lefs re ble © 
congratulated him; we were both diverted by 
his ſcrupuloulneſs ahout the \ waters, "and be 
told me, | he began to think himfelf : a counter- 
part ta the Imaginary ] Patient. In a few. mo- 
ments I perceived. he was greatly agitated 'by 
ſome inward | emotion, and in a ſtate of inſen- 
ſibility to every external object. At laſt, he 
aſked me, r Miſs de Feroal was gone 
out? Miſs de Ferval, replied I, was ſent Tor, 
and has been gone theſe two days. She is now Fe 
at Vercourt with her mamma' and her ſiſters, 
The Marquis was motionleſs. And is Fer- 
val gone, too ?-—Yes, he followed his ſiſters; 
but as he left me alone, and as his journey 
| would not exceed two leagues, he promiſed 
to return this evening. The Marquis then 
propoſed to go and meet him, and I accepted 
the offer. As ſoon as he perceived Ferval, 
be ran to embrace him; and immediately en- 
duired after the health of his ſiſters. Feral 
told him they were much better, and that in 
a few days they would be quite recovered. 
For what purpoſe, then, ſaid the Marquis, 
Fool, Miſs de F. eryal INT be ſent for? . 


. 
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e Marquis, I am not in the 
ſeeret; I have ceived no explanation of the 
- motives of my mother's conduct. 'My two 
other ſiſters — ſupported their journey ex- 
 tremely well; but, though we were kept in 
_ Ignorance, their illneſs has been very conta - 
_ gious. Even that air they have brought with 
them is terrible; for my eldeſt ſiſter is dejefteds 
and altered much for the worſe. And if we 
| ſhould beſo unhappy: At theſe words, which 
affected me in a very ſenſible manner, the Mar- 
quis grew pale. I aſked Ferval, what her ill 
_ neſs was, He told me, ſhe had ſcarcely eaten 
any thing for two days ; that ſhe kept her 
room; and that Madam de Ferval was con- 
ſtantly with her, 

A s ſoon as the Marquis beard this melag- 
choly news, he appeared much affected. He 
aſterwards came and made a propoſal to Fer- 
val, to go with him to-morrow to pay a viſit, 
which, though he never thought of it before, 
he recollected was owing to Madam de Ferval. 
Fierval repreſented to him, that though this 
viſit would be as agreeable as it would be 
honourable to his mother, yet the embarraſſ- 
ment which the late ſcene of illneſs had # 
© thrown her into, might poſſibly induce her to 
wiln that he you oy the favour for 3 "a few 
"w__ ; 
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days. But the Marquis inſiſting that it was 
abſo ly necellary to know how Mils de | 
Eerval did, I propoſed to ſend the next morn- 
ing to Vercourt, and, if ſhe ſhould be better, 
to go thither in the afternoon. To this che 
Marquis agreed, and ſeemed much. relieved, 
I was juſt coming away to write to you 
when a ſort of chamber-maid, who came from 
Bains, deſired to ſpeak to the Marquis, and 
delivered a letter; be withdrew immediately, 
with great precipitation, to read it; and I 
am told he is now employed in writing an 


. Surely this is not ſome ney finelle - 


of Leonora; if it is, what an influence muſt 
ſhe ſtill retain over him? I ſaid before, every 
thing is an ænigma. I have not ſpoke a ſylla- 
ble, however, to the Marquis on this * 
and will by no means introduce it. 
Depend on it, my dear friend, I will. com- | 
municate to you every circumſtance I know; 


and do you rely n eqpally o 
on my — | 


b 
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odlous to you, T fee it, and Tam in ef 
Par. Ain T then fo cillpdble? Have I betrayed 
u "Letters, purchafed as bäfely 4s fh 
Were old, are We the only cauſe, o 
gt atred to me. Had I been 166 open, 
uld L niot Have difayowed "them ?' Could I 
not, at leaft, have induced you 
that they "were counterfeited ? Tt Is pothibſe'l 
Had an aſcendant over 5 fufhcient to hate 
accompliſhed this end. But T did'nt Att attempt 
it. 1 n falſity. Deign, therefore, at KR, 
to hear me. Codider to Whom'they were ad- 
dreſſed. To Juliet, that unhappy g. 


„hole 
tertible death diſcovets but too ptataly* her 


mode of life, My misfortünes Nad hre en 
me into 2 Soietiion with her, Which I could 
nerver break through. Is not gratitude the fitſt 
of duties! Juliet had aſſiſted me, and I ſhall 
never forget it. Miſcondu does not neceſſa- 
rily exclude generoſity, This girl had honeſf 
principles, and I will never bluſh to ſay ſhe 
was my friend: But a dreadful event has 
ſnatched her from me, and ſhe is now no. 
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more, It was with juſtice ſhe had incurred 

the anger of him, by whom ſhe was-fo cruelly . . 

puniſhed. Iænew it, but yet Mill- I loved 
bak It was neceſſary for me to affimilate my 
taſte to hers, She would never have pardanet 
me, if I bad eoncealed from her my amour, 
and ny expectations from it · Had L. male 
uſe of any expreſſions, which had flowed in 
reality from my heart, it would haxe beg 
only to have mortiſied her. Lo preſerve het 
her in the ſame light as ſhe appeared to me. 

2 virtue itſelf exclude a complaiſance 

ſo neceſſary to ſociety, and whoſe ſource is in 
humanity? Yetby ſuch cauſes our rupture has 
been produced. I have no views of renew- 
ing your attachment to me: have. too great 

a regard for your rank and name to aſpire to 

that honour, of which you once made me the 

offer. My only intention is, to vindicate my- 
ſelf; and though you ſhould· no longer con- 
tinue your love, I would · wiſh to have your 
eſteem, or at leaſt your pity. Why were you 
ſo cruel yeſterday as not to vouchſafe me a 
hearing ? What a puniſhment to that heart 
in which you alone ſtill reign! ut, 8 
What have owe __ 
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| ae You alone were able to detach me 
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LATTER ma. longer with the 
hopes of ſeducing me. My eyes are at 


from yourſelf, and you have done it. You 


once, I acknowledge, was dear to me; and 
my tenderneſs is not utterly extinguiſhed, 


Send me an account, therefore, of your real 
circumſtances, If you are in indigence, I will 
not abandon you without relief; but if you 
do not want my aſſiſtance, ceaſe, I pray you, 


writing any further to me. I fincerely wiſh 


you the enjoyment of every happineſs. I bear 
not the leaſt hatred to you; and if you were 
to become worthy, I could even eſteem you. 


—— 
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From Matam de gat, Madan de Sin 


Sever. 


Varennes, uh 24. 
RESUME x your tranquillity, my dear 
; Counteſs, and reſt ſatisfied. Your bro- 


„ Fuly 16. 1 


ther, who is the moſt amiable, the moſt ha- 


nourable of nien, has diſcloſed every thing 
A to 


* 


7 * 
/ 


LETTER cxxlI. 91 


to me, and has explained every particular of 
a conduct which has been ſo ambiguous; I will 
relate what he ſaid, which will doubtleſs give | 
the ſame pleaſure to you as it did to me. He - 
firſt aequainted me that Leonora was at Bains; 
that it was ſhe whom we ſaw there about ten 
days ſince; and that the ſight of her had cauſed 
an emotion which he could not controul. I 
once, ſaid he, paſſionately loved her; and the 
object of ſuch a love can never be totally in- 
different to an honeſt heart: We may hate, 
we may deſpiſe, but it will ſtill occupy our 
thoughts, You-could not but obſerve the diſ- 
order into which I was thrown; and I no 
ſooner perceived her, than I conceived a de- 
fire to ſpeak to her. I had no intentions, 
however, of renewing my connection with 
her; I had not the leaſt thought of ſo baſe a 
deſign: But from an impulſe equally violent and 
inexplicable, I wiſhed to know how ſhe could 
venture again to ſee me, and how the could 
poſſibly juſtify herſelf. Willing to know the 
adventure which had brought her thither, I 
reſolved to ſee her; and, leſt a public meeting 
might have received an unfavourable 'con- . 
ſtruction, I choſe to ſpeak to her in private. 
I had ſome difficulty, however, to find an 
75 nn the motive for my depar- 
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ture; and the ſight of Ferval, next day, gave 
me freſh umeaſineſs. He will certainly, thought 
I, ſee Leonora, he will recollect her, and wil 
talk publickly of her. anne Ma- 
dam, for this anxiety? — Your conjeQture; 
were well founded. The news which we - 
Ceived of you occaſioned much aſſliction. 
Haw humiliating to me is the remembrance / 
of ſuch an incident! However, I will ackngy- 
Jedge every thing, and, by this conſeſſion, clew 
myſelf even of the appearance of guilt. Ih 
Leonora at the ſpring; we met there, and! 
ſtopped. She ſat down cloſe by me, and pre- 
tended not to ſee me; but when, ſhe turned 
her head, our eyes met each other. Unem- 
barraſſed by my indifference, ſhe aſſumed un 
air of confidence mixed with. haughtineſs. 1 
kept her there, with an appearance — diſdain, 
and without ſpeaking. Sbe at laſt broke 6- 
. and aſked me, in à tone of irony, 
whether my anger ſtill continued ?.Her.bold- 
neſs offended me, and I roſe up: But ſhe fol- 
;Jowed me with an air of ; fondneſs, which 
; -hapgily.i is no longer capable of ſeducing me · 
„At length, Madam, conceiving N hers 
diſguſt worſe * hatred; I teft het, | 
went home, reſlected on, my former 
- blindneſs, png on; my e! * 


this w 
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eſcaping ruin. Here I was interrupted by 
etched girl herſelf,” who abruptly en- 


tered the chamber. As I had never remark- 
ed in her any tendeney to impudence, Ia 


knowledge that I was furprized. I thought! 


could perceive, from the meanneſs of her ap- 
parel, that ſhe was in * indigence, and from 
the alteration of her features, that ſhe was 
not in health. This idea ſtifled every ſen- 
timent except that of pity, which alone yet 

remains; for, I confeſs, my commiſeration 

for her is ſtronger than it would be for any 


other perſon in the ſame circumſtances, 1 


defired her to withdraw ; but ſhe ſeized my 
hand with the greateſt eagerneſs, and melted | 


into tears. I was affected, and ſhe diſcovered 
my emotion, However, I at laſt prevailed on 
her to depart, though with a full reſolution to 
relieve her if ſhe was really in want. Per- 
haps ſhe has conceived ſome flattering expec- 
tations from that compaſſion which I could 
not conceal : I will ſhew you a letter which 
I have received from her, ſince my return to- 
this place — Here your brother put it into my 
hands. I think nothing can poſſibly exceed 
this creature's addreſs ; but the Marquis's an- 
ſwer to it, which is equally filled with huma- 


nity and dignity, gave me the greatel ſatis- 
faction. 
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faction. Hereupon I expreſſed to him the ſens. 
fibility and pleaſure with which his confi». 
dence and firmneſs. affected me; and even 
commended his pity for Leonora, ſince Na- 
ture hath implanted in every one a ſenſation; 
of benevolence, which is to be exerciſed to- 
Wards all. If there, be any means forcible 
enough in themſelves to reclaim from wicked» 
' neſs, they muſt be the favours of generoſity, 
which returns good for evil ; while ſeverity, 
which is often revenge under the cloak of 
juſtice, confirms iniquity, by producing a 
hatred of mankind. I acknowledged to the 

Marquis, that his conduct had given me conſi- 
derable uneaſineſs. Yet, ſaid he, that very un- 
eaſineſs I would have given any thing to have 
prevented; and I foreſaw it from the moment 
I met Ferval. Pray, ſaid he to me with great 
cearneſtneſs, does Miſs: de Ferval know any 
' thing of Leonora's being at Bains On my 
' anſwering him in the affirmative, he could not 
conceal his emotion; but when he had reco» | 

vered himſelf he proceeded in this manner. Her 
brother, Madam, is the beſt of friends: He 
wants only alittle more diſcretion, If my ſiſ- 
ter ſhould come to any knowledge of this af- 
fair—I deſired him not to be under any appre- 
henſions, as the Mahal from the adventure 
could 15 


* 
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could not fail of doing him great honour, —- 


Alas | ſaid he, what opinion will be formed of 


me by thoſe who are unacquainted with the 
circumſtances ? In what light ſhall I appear 
to Miſs de Ferval? I ſhall not be eaſy till ſhe 
is undeceived. My honour is intereſted. - : 
At this moment a meſſenger arrived to ac- 
quaint me, that Miſs de Ferval had been 
lightly indiſpoſed, and ftill continued fo; 
but that her ſiſters were perfectly recovered. 
Here the Marquis reminded me of the viſit 
which I had propoſed ; and he is now gone to 
dreſs. I have taken the opportunity of his 
abſence, my dear Counteſs, to relieve your 
inquietude, and re-eftabliſh the Marquis in 
your eſteem. He has requeſted me to aſſure 
you of his entire friendſhip ; of mine it is 
unneceſſary to ſay any thing, 


— — 


LETTER CXXII. 
From Mr. de St. Sever to Madam de Narton. 


Paris, Juꝶ 24- 
WHAT ! does our giddy headed Marquis 
think to throw us into a new ſcene of 
confuſion ? But I'll ſtop his career. Between 
you and I, Þ'll have a private meeting of all 
our relations, and he ſhall abſolutely be dif- 


owned ; for we are not—you underſtand me. 
| Nay, * 
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; Nay, delieve this would have been done bea 


who is better than good. She ſpends her whole | 


mere ſharper. They lived together for 2 


toilet and ſome other things, and has never 


the way, that Bizac had contrived to ſell off 


money, even to her very ſhift — Nay, he 
- had not even a ſhift left. What is now to be 
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fore, if it had not been for Madam de gt. Sever 


time in tears and amentations, and is ever 
conjuting me to take no ſteps without con- 
ſulting you. Does ſhe think I am ignorant of 
your ſentiments, the reſult of fo much good 
Tenſe and penetration? But we cannot tell 
every thought which paſſes in your mind. May 
Not this be her reaſon ! 1 was going, how. 
ever, to give you the hiſtory of this ſatne Leo- 
nora, fince the Marquis has quitted her. Bizac 
Lou recolle& Bizac that was mentioned in 
her letters ; ſhe has herſelf been duped by him; 

. This would-be Nobleman has turned out a 


month or two, every thing went on extremely 
well, and quite to ſatisfaction, till one fatal 
day, when the gentleman packed up the 


been heard of ſince, You are to obſerve, by 


the furniture by little and little, to leſſen 
the charge of removal. Poor Leonora was 
no {t:ipped of every thing, her goods, het 


done? ſaid ſhe, I will try my fortune at Bains. 
The 
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The i Marquis is good-natured, and is not 


overburthened with prudence ; I will n 


my acquaintance with him, and ſee whether 
I can make any thing from that quarter, Sha 
now ſets off for Bains, with Juliet's mother. 
This Juliet has been ſtabbed and ſuffocated 
by her old jealous lover, who had pretty good 
proof that ſhe had not confined her favours to 
him: But this affair was huſhed up. All 
that is certain is, ſhe died at his apartment 
about three weeks ago. Her mother, who 
is poor, old, and ugly, hath enliſted herfelf 
under Leonora's banner, and paſſes for her 
woman. Such is the hiſtory of this creature. 
In compliance with my wife's deſire, who 
has prevented me from writing to her brother 
as I intended, I ſhall take no meaſure till I 
receive your anſwer. Much reſolution is re- 
quired in this caſe, - Leave it to me, and you 
ſhall be ſatisfied, An old ſoldier, as I am, 


is not ignorant of the value of the preſent 


moment ; but Madam de Saint-Sever's delays 
and delicacies are quite out of place, No 
credit was ever given to me, — Adieu, Ma- 


dam; be aſſured of my reſpect. 
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Hum adam de Kin Sever 1s Made 
| en, 
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N n my dear friend, received 
Your letter, which has baniſhed every ſea, 
eee What a 
Kappinefs, that Fengaged Mr. de Saint-Sever 
taconfuli you before he proceeded any further 
| Þbeg you will conccal his intentions from my 
| j| 55 rather, of whom. 1 fear Miſa de Ferval hath 
| <anceived ſome diſadvantageous ideas, which, 
"however, I:trubyou. millefface. I intreat oi 


You, to neglect. nothing that may teng to the 


* r, | 
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Ham Meds Nagin + Mats ug 
val wo Sever. 
Varennes, Aug. 6. 
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* , except that every thing 
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continues happy and artrabbe. — | 
nate it was that your'brother knew nothing 
of Mr. EI Tüten 
no reply moe wink evil 
to be done: A fd days age we pd 
3 to Maden de 
Fervat. The apitation of the Marquis,” uu 
was at once affected with joy, ahxiety; a 
impatience, gave m the gteateſt pledſare: 
We found Madam de Ferbab and her tuo 
younger daughters} - whis rectived us with 
their uſual gracefuineſs and cottiptaiſance, 
and behaved very politely to the Marquis 
notwithſtanding Which, I remarked in Madam 
de · Ferral a coldneſs towards him, which, 18 
he cnuld not but petceive it, greatly enſb ail 
rafled him: Ant the abſence of Miſi de g τ⏑ο u 
completed Kis affliction; Tenquired after her; 
and aſlerct vrhether we thould' not ſee her? She 
has been out of order; replied her mother, 
the whole day, and is now gone to liedowh, 
otherwiſe ſhe - would have been very glad es 
have ſeen you. But, ſaid I, may we not wulle 

| her? The Marquis, who was greael y dE 
certedꝝ came and whiſpered ine; du ar un. 
der no neceflity, Madan" of going zy fo 
_ May we not ſtay till Mi d Verb 
. H 2 wakes ? 
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wakes? I feplied, that I would wait his ples» 


| fare” We continued our viſit till eight in the | 


evening, though Madam de Ferval did not 
once requeſt us to ſtay; an omiſſion ſhe would 
not have been guilty of, Had it not been for 
ſome-private reaſon, which it is not difficult 
to gueſs. That I might not throw the Marquis * 
into any confuſion, I made a ſignal to him for 
departure; but he ſeemed to decline it. I ſaid 

to Madam de Ferval, Miſs will not wake 


time enough to let us ſee her. She replied; 1 


do not think ſhe will riſe ſo late as this, as the 
is in bed. Pardon me, mamma, faid Henrietta, 
ſhe is not in bed You are miſtaken, child, 
your ſiſter is in bed, and Madam de Narton 
will very readily excuſe her. Henrietta was in 
bluſhes. To prevent, therefore, any further 


ambarraſſment, I roſe up, and we came away 


accompanied by Ferval. The Marquis did 
not ſpeak a ſyllable while we were returning; 
and when we came home, he retired to his 
chamber, where he paſſed the reſt of the even- 
ing, without coming to fupper. The next 
day was employed in a ſolitary walk, and he 
appeared only at dinner, where his diſtractios 
hardly permitted him to know I was preſent. 
At length, after he had paſſed three days in 
tus manner, we met together qne morning; 
| when, 
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when, after a few minutes ſilence; he to 
me by the hand, and faid, with an air of-confi- 
dence and friendſhip-that was irreſiſtible, ſuall 

I obtain your pardon, Madam, for being a fe- 
cond time in love? or will you notitake me 
for a madman? Whence,: ſaid I; can you 
have ſuch apprehenfivns; if the object of your 
love is worthy of tf. Worthy of it, ſaid he: 
Alas! I fear I am the unworthy object. After 
ſo much noiſe as my ſooliſi amour has made 
in the world, Lought to bid adieu to all ten- 
derneſs, and I have even promiſed as much. 
As love was become odieùs 40 meg I hud re 
ſolved neyer to think of marriage, and I had 
even communicated my reſolutions to ſome 
friends, and to my btother-in-lawy himſelf, 
whom I aſſured that I:ſhould never marry, 
and that I r conſider his children as 
my ownz- ne 1 KL 424 L «JT * 
And — his anſwer? — He took it 


would go off, and that he ſincerely: wiſhes: - 
ſo. But we need not at preſent dwell on this 
head, as I am ſatisfied nothing would give 
bim greater pleaſure than to ſee me happily 
married. My own character is in queſtion. 
I confeſs, Madam, after having fo lorig-en-' 
groſſed converſation, and after ſo publie a 
H 3 renun- 


in jet, and tald mo, he hoped that this fancy. 
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my reſolution, nne 
imparted to all my tequsintahee; By f of 
whom it was approved. Others blamet 1 
by argutnents taken from the convenience Bf 
marriage; and theſe told me; that love wilt 
no way necefliry for talking it reuſbnable r 
decent. A third party, among whoth was 
Mr. de Saint-Sever, turhed it into raden 
and told me, that ſuch vows ſhould never be 
made by 4 heart ſo ſuſceptible as ne. Theſt 
I was moſt offerided with; and; therefors; 
made it a capital point with myſalſ to nianifeſt 
the fteadineſs of my reſolution. I was in-this 
ſituation when I firſt came t6 your loule, 
where I miſtook that pleaſure which I found 
in the company of Miſs de Ferval as a happy 
return to liberty; my attachment I regarddd 
as friendſhip and confidetite z and I coν, 
her only as a compamon. When I returned 
from Bains, and did not find her Neve, Tfirft per- 
ceived how neceſfary ſhe was to the ; and ever 
ſince we were at Madam de Ferval's, 1 Wave 


py. A falſe ſhame, perfidfs; fentiments te 
be diſcovered, which I had never ſuſpeRed ; 
the fight of love in all its charts, after Wav 
ing viewed it under the afpett of terror; cd 
thought of marriage, of which I deteſted the 

H 4 idea, 


been ſenſible thatſhe alone can make me hap. 
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idea, and which is now become the object of 
every deſire ; all this variety of imagination 
hath abſorbed me for theſe three days paſt; 
till at laſt I decided in favour of the merit, 
the virtue, and accompliſhments of Miſs de 
Ferval. I know not whether it be loye-which 
now impells me to ſpeak; but were 1 to * 
bebte longer, I ſhould be culpable. 1 
You would, indeed, my dear Marquis, ſaid 
1, to reſiſt the united charms of virtne and 
beauty. Do not oppoſe a ſentiment which will 
not only make you happy, but give pleaſure 
to every one who is intereſted in your welfare, 
That. falſe ſhame which you experienced, 
for it is a falſe one, is the only weakneſs I re- 
proach you with, Such an union will infalli- 
bly fulfill every wiſh of your ſiſter and Mr, 
de Saint-Sever: I am certain of it, from their 
greatneſs of ſoul and their attachment to you, 
Such of your acquaintance as are rational and 
virtuous, will ſpeak of you as of a man re- 
ſtored from ſickneſs to health. He wag form. 
ing, they will ſay, the moſt unhappy projects, 
at the moſt dangerous criſis, when Love be- 
came the inſtrument of Reaſon, to light him 
in his way, and conduct him to happineſs. If 
you are condemned only by the immoral part 
of mankind, you will receive ſatisfaction from ] 


. 
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their diſapprobation, by reflecting, that your 
choice hath produced a new difference with 
them. I am not at all ſurprized at the diſguſt | 
you conceived againſt us, though, perhaps, it 

had not a foundation. Leonora, and thoſe other 
women whom you had ſeen, thanks to Heaven, 
are by no means a ſample of the whole ſex; as 


unhappily, on the other hand, every woman 


is not a Miſs de Ferval. Among men, as well 
as among us, ſome are virtuous and ſome vi- 
cious; we are not, therefore, to judge of the 
whole by a part. Your firſt paſſion was un- 
fortunate and diſgraceful, becauſe the object 
of it was unworthy and contemptible. Your 
preſent choice will, in the eyes of the public, 
repair thoſe injuries you have done yourlſelf; 


and when, they ſhall ſee your love for Miſs . 


de Ferval, they will never recollect your 
paſſion for Leonora, In the opinion of every 
honeſt man, this laſt choice will be as honour- 
able to you, as the former was degrading. Your 
heart is nevertheleſs the. ſame. You cannot 
conceive for this adorable girl ſentiments more 
noble or more virtuous than thoſe which you 
had for Leonora, at that period of time when 
you would have married her. This ſhews the 
importance of making a proper choice. It ĩs 


not the (men of love which. is criminal ; 
tis 


—  _ oy 
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over your whole life. Oh! my dear Marquis, 


ceſſary to that inward ſatisfaction, without 


* 
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this was one of the fineſt gifts of nature, aid 
in agreat ſoul it may become the ſource of the 


| greateſt and moſt virtuous actions, provided 
the nies hy worthy of it. If, on the other 


hand, it be unworthy, the — paſſion will 


become a ſource of vices, and will be pro- 


ductive of the baſeſt and moſt diſhonourable 
Actions, and even of deſpair. But you will en- 
joy that purity of happineſs, the ſatisfaction of 
all your friends, and poſſeſs that inexpreiſi- 
bis Ghai which Miſs de Ferval will diffuſe 


what a felicity muſk it be, to receive the ap- 
pluſe of every ſenſible heart] for, whatever 
pleaſures love may procure for us, I cannot 
help regarding the public approbation as ne- 


which ſome degree of bitterneſs will always 
remain; and it muſt certainly be very diſa- 


greeable to be perpetually obliged to vindicate 


our conduct, without a hope of forgiveneſs, 
Every happineſs will be centered in you. Miſs 


de Ferval, in point of fortune, indeed — 


I feel already, ſaid he interrupting me, the 
greateſt ſatisfation. How happier {till ſhould 
I be to become ſo far the object of her affec- 
tions, that no reluctance may ariſe on her 
part to what would be the complighs? of my 
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You need not, ſaid I, be under any ap- 


you will beſtow on her, however brilliant and 
unexpected, ſhe will not conſider as any hu- 
miliation. As ſhe is a ſtranger to every emo- 
tion of pride, they will produce in her that 
ſenſation only, which ſs fo pleaſing to a deli- 
cate mind, the ſenſation of gratitude. | 
Alas! faid he, no one can be more ſenſi. 
ble of. the value of her intellectual qualities 
than myſelf, But will the nat deſpiſe me? 
I fear ſhe will. Fortune and its advantages 
will be of little weight with her; and from 
my former errors, added to this laſt ahem. 
ture, the circumftances of which ſhe does 
not know, it is poſſible I may appear un- 
worthy of uniting my welfare with hers» 
Yau: can ſcarcely conceive the uneaſineſs 
this reflection has given me, or how great 
would be my deſpair if 1 PAs ſo con- 
temptible to her. 

Take courage, Marquis. Vou ſeem to diſtruſt 
yourſelf, Will you not, however, conſide 
in another ? Will you not entruſt me with the 
negaciation ? He thanked me, and ſaid he 
found my mediation was become neceſſary; but 
that it was with much. regret he reſigned the 
pleaſure of informing Miſs de Ferval, in his 

own 
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own perſon of his affection for her. I told 
him, I would firſt communicate 5 2 
to Madam de Ferval. 

Alas! ſaid he, this method is Ace 
+ butit is neither delicate nor natural. love, 
and with to be loved: Were the affection not 
reciprocal, the conſideration that I had been 
the means of making this amiable girl unhap- 
Py» by a compliance with what was diſagree- 
able to her, would drive me to deſpair. Do 
not, replied I, entertain any ſuch thoughts of 
Madam de Ferval, who could never have in- 
ſpired ſo much virtue and dignity of ſentiment 
into her daughters, had ſhe not poſſeſſed them 
- herſelf. The choice of a huſband, I will an- 
ſwer for it, will remain in their own breaſt: 
Their excellent mother would, by prudence 
of management, prevent an improper mar- 
riage; but, be affured, ſhe will never compel 
them to accept any man whom they do 
approve. | | 
At laſt, my dear Counteſs, he committed 
to me his deareſt and moſt important intereſts, 
According]y, I loſt not a moment of time, but 
wrote immediately to Madamde Ferval,whom 
I intend to ſee to-morrow, and whoſe anſwer 
I have received, which, together with my own 
letter, I have incloſed. The Marquis, wha 


1 | 


| 
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I believe intends writing to you, has deſired 
me to impart the ſubſtance of our converſa- 
tion. Adieu. 


— 


— 


LET TER CXXVI. 
From the Marquis to Madam de Saint-Sever. 


* Varennes, Aug. 6. 
you have, I preſume, my deareſt ſifter, 
been informed of every thing by Ma- 
dam de Narton, in whoſe boſom, as in that of 
the moſt valuable of friends, I have depoſited 
every ſecret. I am perſuaded, from that ſin- 
cere intereſt which you have ever had for my 
welfare, that you participate in thoſe ſenti- 
ments which neither honour, reaſon, nor vir- 
tue bluſh to avow. Aſſure Mr, de Saint-Se- 
ver of my regard. I acknowledge he ſaw bet- 
ter into futurity than myſelf ; but at that 
time I was not acquainted with Miſs de Fer- 
val, Let me have your beſt wiſhes ; they 
will haſten the accompliſhment of my ſeli- 
city, 2 


OO > 


Hom Mate de Narton nin ei 


| Tuer. eſteem and friend{hip, Madam, 


mains to be ſettled: His own is ſuſſicient, and 


[no]. 
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which I ſball ever entertain for you, haye 


prevailed on me to accept, with the greateſt 


pleaſure, the commiſſion with which the Mar- 
quis de Roſelle hath entruſted me. Senſible 
of the merit and accompliſhments of Mils de 
Ferval, he hath requeſted me to acquaint you, 
that his happineſs would be completed in-ob- 
taining the eſteem of this adorable girl, and 
the honour of calling you by the name of mo- 
ther. Such were his words, which I have 
faithfully noted down, and which imply every 
thing that can be ſaid. His welfare is im your 
hands. With! reſpect to fortune; nothing re- 


he is no ſtranger to the value of 2 vi 
mind. Could he have ventured fo far; before 


he had aſbhed her hand from youz he vid have 
demanded of herſelf a heart whoſe flame "was 
mutual with his own ; but his reſpect, which is 
equalled only by his love, induced him fo 
forbear. They know each other; and no 


cauſe exiſts to retard their union, If, there- 
fore, 


\ : 
| 
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fore, this propoſal, as I hope it will, ſhould 


meet with your approbation, it may be con- 


ſummated without delay; and the utmoſt 
wiſhes of the Marquis, as well as of myſelf, 
will be accompliſhed. Such an event, as it 
will complete the happineſs of Mr, de Roſelle, 
I am certain will not Teave that of Miſs de 
Ferval imperfect. Adieu, my dear Madam. 
I wait your anſwer with an impatience hardly 
inferior to that of the Marquis. 


* — ä —— 
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From A Ferval to Madam de Narton. 
Vercourt, Aug. 7. 


F: is with the utmoſt gratitude, Madam, I 
return you thanks for intereſting yourſelf 

ſo greatly in my daughter's welfare. I could 
almoſt venture, from this regard alone, to 
reſt her whole happineſs in that union which 
you have propoſed. But pardon a mother's 
fears, This alliance is far above what L 
could ever hope. I am ſenſible there are 
few parents in my place who- would not 
have been tranſported with joy ; but, Ma- 
dam, I never ſought for my daughter an 


1 


eltabliſhment_ valuable only for rank or in- 
tereſt; 
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tereſt; theſe do not imply happineſs: Nen 
with the beſt of qualities, accompanied with 
Jove and fortune, a woman may not be happy, 
There have been marriagez, where, though 
efteem was mutual, miſery was mutual alfs. | 
The Marquis. de Roſelle has ſenſe and 
accompliſhments; he is amiable, and was | 
born t to pleaſe, But, as my daughter” s welfare 
1s fo nearly concerned, permit me to aſk: | 
Hath he that ſolid virtue, that ſteadineſs'of 
principle, without which he cannot be 
z good huſband ? Is that unhappy paſſion, * 
which he once conceived, effaced from his 
heart? I confeſs, Madam, I fear it is not; 
and it was with ſome ſurprize I read your laſt 
letter. You are not ignorant he hath ſeen | 
Leonora at Bains. If he has offered his hand 
to my daughter merely from chagrin or anger, 
' conſider, Madam, how great a misfortune ſuch 
a marriage would be. Before every other cont- 
fideration, it is neceſſary we ſhould know the 
ſituation of his heart. If his hatred to Leonota 
be carried to extremity, it would be with re- 
JuQtance I could give him my daughter : Such 
a hatred would be a paſſion the more terribleas 
it is diſgujſed. If, on the other ſide, in his 
cooler moments he deſpiſes her, if his mind is 


detached from her, if he can ſee her will 
| out 
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ſhall have better expectations. But does, be 
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out emotion, and is indifferent about her, T 


know the worth of real virtue d; or, may he not. 
have been captivated by beauty, alone, without 


any regard to the inward qualities: of the heart, 
To ſuch a ſenſibility and SORRY, as my,daugh- 
ter poſlefles, a greater calamity, could ſcarcely 
happen. than to be united to a, huſband, . who, bs 
unable to diſtinguiſh any intellectual 
pliſhments, ſhould perceive. only thoſe which | 
are merely external: And it is to be feared 
that, after ſo many irregularities. it is to theſe 
only the Marquis is now attached. My utmoſt 


deſire is, to obtain for her a huſpand, tender 


virtuous, prudent, and ſenſible of her merit; 
one with whom ſhe. might enjoy the pleaſures 
of confidence and friendſhip as well as love, 
I will confide in you, from an equal con- 
viction of your ability and diſeretion, as of 
your affection to my daughter. As I am 
ſatisfied you have an opportunity of diſcover: 
ing the real ſentiments of the Marquis, 1 
will rely on your repreſentation of them, 
and ſhall accept, with the greateſt joy, the 
honour you intend us; but I ſhall forbear 
mentioning any thing of it to my daughter, 
till I receive your anſwer. In the preſent cir- 
Vor, II, | cumſtances 
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CEuriftintes ft Would be very improper for me 
#6 Walt on ydu at Your own houſe ; but as we 
Hibs 6 Fecht tb 'Fervil, I'Miould regard it 
As # grear dbligation to tece 11 from you 


5 EXetiſe the company of the Maag 8d ay 


bun- We may then treat more explicitly of 
tis matter, ind! ame to fuch » refoution 
wer Mall freer 
iy öh i dl nent ative here. Th 
Marquis, I find, has mentioned his intention 
to him. There fritly forbidden him to re- 
zar any Wing ef k W fit e, beef tremble 
Kft he ſhould, is he ſeems in ſuch tranſports 
of joy, and eanhot Conceive, he ſays, any 
reaſons for my heſitation.— However, I ſhall 
ſend him back to you as ſoon us poſſible, that 
he may not betray the ſecret; and I um going 
to my daugliter, to prevent any opportunity of 
A private converſation. Adieu, madam; words 
n en 


AW yn. 
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From Leonora to the Marquis. 
Dein, Aug. 8. 

Have ſo many times, ſir, deceived you, 
that truth itſelf is ſuſpected when it comes 
from me; but I once more conjure you to 
hear, to believe, and to pity me. The truth 
is now a ſufficient mortification, and is ex- 
torted from me by the wretchedneſs of my 
preſent ſituation. Puniſhment hath overta- 

ken my vices, and I have no hope left but in 
your generoſity. Alas, fir ! the wicked work 
the ruin of each other, and, though unwil- 
lingly, vindicate the cauſe of virtue. A 
profligate villain — But you will excuſe me 
from reciting a tale as melancholy as it is 
ſhameful. Tt would hurt you too much. An 
honeſt mind cannot but be affected with the 
hiſtory of guilt, Let it ſuffice to ſay, I was 
become deſtitute of every reſource but the libe- 
rality of Juliet, and of this likewiſe I have 
been deprived by her death; ſince which time 
I have been afflicted both with ſickneſs and 
poverty. Unknowing what meaſures to take, 
what heart to intereſt in my favour, I at laſt 
implored the compaſſion of Mr. de Valville, 
who had once been my captive. I went to 
I 2 him, 


116 L. K T T. ER *I. | 
him, indeed; v without any ſanguine s ; but 
his behaviour was cruel," After the thoſt bar- 
barous reproaches on me, for feeding thut 
violence of . paſſion which , you entertained, 
he was going | to ſend me away; but, 2 
A moment” 8 refſeQion, aſked me, whether 
would promiſe never to repeat the like indi 
tion ? Of this I gave him an abſolute promile, 
He then told me, that though he had nothing | 
to give me, He could aſſiſt me by advice. 
Marquis, ſaid he, is gone to Bains, to di 
the waters, and is there fallen in love with a 
girl, whom perhaps he may be ridiculous e- 
, nough to marry, Now if you can detach him 
from this amour, you will atone for what you 
have already done, and at the ſame tine thay 
poſlibly again obtain him for yourſelf, | "Only 
be content to be his miſtreſs ; he is 
and will pay with hongur. But. , remember 
If eyer he. ſhall diſcover the leaſt 3 Intention « of 
marrying you, I will be ſeverely reyenged on 
you. , You may, however, make. uſe of 

art that you think will be agreeable to 

— His barbarity almoſt overcame me, 555 
thanked him, though with reluQtance. | 
went immediately, and fold all the cloaths] 
had, except one gown, to defray the expence 


of my ic in which I was — 


* * 
. * 0 . 
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ae mother of that unhappy i, whoſe 


death plunged me in the depth bf miſety. 


Supported only by the hope of afhiſtzipce' from 
you, we came hither ; and on my "arrival 1 
followed the advice which Mr. de Valville had 
given me. Shall J obtain forgiveneſs ? It was 

my only reſource. I Rave ſince informed him 
of the difficulties I met with; but in his an- 
ſwer he forbad me troubling kim and told me, 
that as my difficulties muſt be owing to my 
own want of addreſs, he declined intereſting 
himſelf any farther in my affairs. I have en- 
cloſed you, fir, his letter. My fincerity could 
not | diſpenſe with this humiliating voucher. 
Tho! overwhelmed with grief and indigence, I 
heſitated eight days before I ventured to write; 


and nothing but my preſent terrible ſituation 


could have prevailed on me to have recourſe to 
your kindneſs. I have not the ſmalleſt ſum of 
money remaining, and am even in debt for my 
ſubſiſtence ſince Thave been here. I am afflicted 
with illneſs, and the phyſician, who out of com- 
paſſion viſits me, thinks it will be of ſome con- 
tinuance. It is to the goodneſs of my landlord 
I am indebted for the bed I lie on, and the 
nouriſhment which ſuſtains me. Shall I flatter 
myſelf, fir, with the hopes of your commiſera- 
tion. The Curate of the place hath, indeed, 

I 37 promiſed; 
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promiſed me his endeavour: to procure me an 
admiſſion into one of the Aſylums of Indigenoe 
and Pain. But can I accept fo humiliating 
an offer? No. I could ſooner reſign my life. 
May my preſent puniſhment in ſome meaſure 
attone for my former life; may the veil of ob- 
livion be caſt over my former life, and may 
my preſent unhappy circumſtances be alone 
conſidered. It is a wretch, the ſport of cala - 
mity, who implores your benevolence, It is 
Leonora, the guilty Leonora; behold her at 
your feet, with tears guſhing from her eyes; 
behold her torn with remorſe, a victim to pu- 
niſhment and almoſt to death. You have ſhewn 
yourſelf generous. After therefore having 
made ſo many ſacrifices for my ſake, ſhall I 
entreat you to make one more, one which will 
never call for repentence, the ſacritice of a juſt 
reſentment ? Whatever injury I may have been 
the cauſe of, it is perhaps a duty you owe to 
yourſelf, to aſſiſt her whom once you loved. 
But I am not a ſtranger to your heart, I know 
it ſtands in no need of motives merely perſonal 
to be excited to acts of goodneſs. I ſtill hope, 
and hope in you. You may confide in the wo- 
man who is the bearer of this letter. Unhappy 
Leonora! Is it from you, fir, ſhe muſt receive 
2 bounty ? Inſupportable thought ! | 

| ; LE T- 
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Niere, Aug. 8. 
you. not- ſooner acquaint me - 


my afiftance ? LT he 
— which is all I can do at preſent. 
| xm fatiaind Gqce you hve informa n 
the real motive of your.journey. 

I pity your ſituation; de your application 
is at an improper. time. Crag 


inn 


ä 
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From Madam de Narton to the Marguis. h 
Feral, Aug, . . 

1 Am obliged, my dear Marquis, to break 
through my promiſe of returning this even · 
ing. I continue here, and, in conſequence of 
the invitation with which Madam de Feryal 


hath charged me, ſhall expect to ſeg you here 
likewiſe. I leaye it to you, to draw what 
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_ conſequences you think proper. 
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From Madan de Narton 1, Madam 4% 
"$a 06 Int Sever. f N 
2 „run, Aug: 8. Midnight 
T.H Y „my dear Counteſs,” are y 
here, to partake in the genetal joy 
Fau alone are wanting to complete our bhap- 
pineſs. It is ſufficient td tell you;'thatwe'nts | 
all now at Madam de Ferval's, that a perfe& 
eclairciſſement has been made, and that our 
every wiſh is fulfilled. After an explanation 
to this excellent parent, of the Marquis's con- 
duct, in which I deſcribed the real qualities of 
Bis heart in all their truth, I had the ſatisfaction 
of beholding pleaſure once'more ſparkling in 
her eyes. She then left me, in order to com- 
municate the joyful news to her daughter, and 
in about half an hour they, both entered 
dhe room. Madam de Ferval was in that de- 
cate, that affecting fituation, in which tears 
only can expreſs our gladneſs; ; while Miſs de 
Ferval, weeping likewiſe and covered with 
bluſhes, was loft in the embraces of her mo- 
ther, without the power of utterance! After 
ſome time, recollecting the Marquis, I expreſ- 
ſed an intention of departure, that I might 
Ar his happineſs to him, YE 
7 
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WM 2: Firval, aßber canin ber chef on ber wes 
ter, who was looking dz towards the ground, = 
ſaid to'me, What occaſion can you have for 
going? It would be more e if” the 
Marquis could come here. — $0 it would, in- 
deed, mamma, replied Miſs de Ferval, conceal” 
ing her face in the boſbm of her mother. —' 
Yes, child; he ſhall be ſent for, that we may 
all be witneſſes of ſo joyful an event, — I im- 
mediately, my dear Counteſs, ſent word to 
your brother, who cathe on the wings of love. 
I will not endeavour to deſeribe, as it would 
be impoſſible, the various emotions viſible on 
the face of Miſs de Ferval, while we were in 
expectation of him. Joy was plainly per- 
ceptible through all her modeſty and agitation. 
But when, at length, we ſaw him entering the 
extremity of the avenue, this amiable girl was 
ſeized with ſo violent a palpitation of the heart, 
that ſhe fell back on a ſettee, and almoſt 
fainted away. We were all employed in giv- 
ing our aſſiſtance when the Marquis came up, 
whom I went out to receive. His emotion 
was not Jeſs than that of Miſs de Ferval, and 
he ſcarcely attended to one word I ſaid. Ma- 
dam de Ferval, whoſe preſence of mind is at 
all times the ſame, juſtly ſuppoſing that this * 
ackt interview would make too great an im- 
preſſion 


; 


8 
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preſſion on young perſons, had ordered- the 
| two younger ſiſters, who were entire fl 
to the whole matter, to withdraw. The Mar- 
| 4 5 he entered the parlour, endeayour- 
ed to pay a compliment to Madam de Feryal, 
but ſhe interrupted him by an embrace, and 
| preſented her daughter to him. Modeſty on 
the one part, reſpect on the other, added to 


1 preſence, contributed to an embarraſſment 
| which was affecting beyond deſcription. 1 


then propoſed that we might take a turn or 
two in the garden, and we were accompanied 
by the two younger Miſſes. When the Mars 
quis offered his hand to Madam de Ferval, ſhe 


dieſired that compliment might be given to her 


daughter, who, with ſome little confuſion, ac+ 
cepted it, We contrived, as if without ins 
tention, to ſeparate ourſelves from them, I 
know not what they ſaid to each other, but 
they continued walking ſo late, that we were 


obliged to deſire them to come in; and their 


appearance was that of the higheſt ſarisfaQion 
and tranquillity, The Marquis, when he in- 


troduced Miſs de Ferval at their return, prel+. - 


ſed her hand- with the higheſt rapture, and 


their felicity ſeems to be complete.  Ferval, . 
who was gone on a hunting party when my. 
meſſage came to the Marquis, is now arrived, 
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and is in tranſports. He was impatient that 
the whole family ſhould be immediately in- 
formed of the event, but his mother prevailed 
on him to ſtay awhile, as nothing inconſiſtent 
with the higheft delicacy ought to be tranſ- 
ated when his ſiſter was in queſtion. How 
ever, we have juſt now informed the two 
younger ſiſters, whoſe joy is ſo pure and fo 
tender, that it would be impoſfible to remain 
unmoved by it. Helena aſked her mamma, 
whether they were going to loſe their ſiſter ? 
but Henrietta expreſſed herſelf only by tears.” 
They afterwards joined in a delicacy of ſen- 
timent, at their age much to be admired; 
Let us not, ſaid they, mention our own ſor- 
row in being ſeparated from her. She will be 
happy ; let us not therefore be the means of 
diminiſhing her happineſs. This ſurely is 
friendſhip in all its purity. 

As the Marquis's time is now ſo precious 
to him, he has deſired me to plead his excuſe 
for not writing himſelf to you ; and entreats 
both you and Mr. de Saint-Sever to make the 


- neceſſary preparations for the wedding, the 


contract of which is to be ſigned to-morrow. 
Adieu, my dear Counteſs, and be aſſured of the 


regard which is entertained for you by us all. 
LE T- 
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erk WY my dear friend, our contraft 
was ſigned: I'muſt call it ours, fot 


06 are all included in it. I cantiot expreſs 

my joy at a ſcene of ſo much happineſs; 
the tenderneſs of a mother, a daughter, a fon, 
on the one! hand; love and virtue on the her! 
What a felicity ' As ſoon as the articles were 
Lgned, the Marquis aſked Miſs de Ferval, whe- 
ther ſhe would chooſe that the jewels he in- 
| tended on the occaſion ſhould be brought to 


her, or wait till ſhe ſhould haye the opportu- 
nity of pleaſing herſelf better at Paris ? The 


queſtion being unexpected, ſhe only defired 


that he would put himſelf to no trouble on 


that head, as it was quite a matter of indiffe- 


rence; but the Marquis till inſiſting on an 


anſwer, Madam de Ferval intreated him to 
delay the purchaſe till they ſhould go to Paris. 


Well, then, ſaid the Marquis, we will ſtay 


awhile; but I hope we ſhall be accompanied 


by the two. other young ladies. I muſt beg 


their excufe, replied Madam de Ferval; their 
wedding is not to be „ quite ſo ſoon. 


I cannot 


| he would ſet ſome. bounds. to his generoſity.” | 


was in equal embarraſſment, and I confeſs I, 
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I cannot poſſibly. marry three at once, aid the 
Marquis, ſmiling ;; but they are at leaſt ] 


ſiſters ; and as à pledge of our. friendſhip, 1 


muſt intreat them . frankly to tell me What 
preſent would be leaſt unworthy; theit accep- 
tance. Nothing, Sir, replied Henrietta, with, | 
her uſual vivacity, can ever be-unacceptable, 
from one who poſleſles ſo great a ſhare of our, 
gratitude and eſteem, Helena returned her, 
thanks with a ſincerity all her wn, deſiring 


At laſt the Marquis recurred to my advice ; 
and the reſult was, that he ſhould make a pre- 
ſent to each of a pair of ear- rings. If this 
favour, replied Madam de Ferval, cannot be, 
diſpenſed with, one pair ill he fully ſufficient; 


becauſe one of my daughters may ſucceed to 


her ſiſter's trinkets. This was no ſooner ſpoken 
than a very viſible confuſion was obſerved in 
Miſs de Ferval. Madam de Ferval could not 
conceal her ſurprize, and Henrietta riſing in 
haſte and embracing her ſiſter; If it would be 
the leaſt uneaſineſs to you, ſaid ſhe to her, to. 
part with them, I — you will ſtill keep 
them: We cannot think of depriving you of 
any thing that can give you any pleaſure. 
Ferval, after caſting his eyes towards his ſiſter, ' 


did 


„ #& 


did not know what to think myſelf. - I almoſt 


myſtery. This ineſtimable girl had made 
| greatneſs and delicacy of fentiment could have 


| which Ferval had prevailed on Martha and 


began to entertain ſuſpicions unfavourable to 
this young lady, til! her brother, in direct 
contradiction to his ſiſter s tokens for ſilence, 
roſe from his ſeat, and explained to us the 


a ſacrifice, which nothing but the utmoſt 


dictated: The three hundred louis d'ors, by 


Juliet's woman to deliver up the letters of 
Leonora, were repayed by the "ſale of his 
ſiſter's diamond necklace *; and to conſum 
what he ſaid, he ſhewed us the letter the 
wrote to him on the occaſion, of which 1 


ſend you a copy t. You may judge what im- 


preſſion was made on us all by this acknow- 
ledgment. Madam de Ferval could not help 
reproaching her daughter, though in the ten- 
dereſt manner, for concealing ſo honourable 
an action. I muſt beg your forgiveneſs, my 


| dear mamma ; I was not. unacquainted with 


the goodneſs of your heart, and doubted not 


It appears by the fiſter's „ 


tenour of the preſent, that it was not a necklace, but a pair 


of ear-rings ; ſo that either Madam de Narton, or the editor 
of theſe letters, hath made a little miſtake, 
T This nr 
= a 


but 


dis 4 + 
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but che avowal would have met with your ap- 
plauſe; but I was unwilling to lay you dar 
an engagement of reſtoring to me what I had 
deprived myſelf of, at at that time, tho* 
I intended, at ſome future ſeaſon, to acquaitit 
you with it. Since my. acquaintance, how- 
ever, with the Marquis,” the ſecret became 
more important, and the diſcovery would haye 
been improper both to him and you. The 
poor Marquis, whoſe ſelf-humiliation was ex- 
ceeded only by his ſenſe of gratitude, had nei- 
ther the power of ſpeech nor motion; but co- 
vering his face with his hands, tt.rew himſelf 
at the feet of Miſs de Ferval, who with diffi- 
culty prevailed on him to riſe. I could not have 
imagined, ſaid he, recovering himſelf, my love 
and eſteem for you could have been carried be- 
yond what I before experienced ; but from this 
laſt point of view in which you appear to me, 
I am convinced no limits can be ſet to them. 
In what manner too ſaid he, addreffing him- 
ſelf to Ferval, ſhall T expreſs myſelf to you, 
whoſe friendſhip and virtue have been fo re- 
markably conſpicuous, whoſe blood hath flow- 
ed not for my ſake only, but by theſe very 
hands, Was it neceſſary that your ſiſter's gene- 
roſity ſhould be added to your own ? The re- 


membrance of it embitters my joy. Can 40 


— - 
' . t 
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Gig he to, Mis de Ferval,, caſt-a veal, of obli⸗ 
vion over my 11 at, that period, _ 
| you weredo great! Here tears interrupted hin 
| and, he could. fay no mores, Miſs.de 9 
endeayour ed, in vain, to.chahge th the topis. of 
| diſcourſe, i in which Leonora was next.;intzo- 
duced. | On this the Marquis, who took, occas, 
ſion to repeat what I had: already acquainted, 
| Madam de Ferval. with, ſhewed us a letter, 
which he received from that wretched girl the 
very day I came hither, and which had gcc 
ſioned that embarraſſment in which, he appears 
ed when he juſt arrived. She there deſcribes, 
her deplorable ſituation, her ſickneſs, and her 
diſtreſs; and ſays, it was by the adviey, of, 
Valville that ſhe came to Bains, to try again to 
ſeduce the Marquis, and preyent his marriage, 
The Marquis ſent her five and twenty louis 
dors, but his anſwer was yery cool, Miſs de 
Feryal thought it rather ſevere, and could not 
| hely pitying her, altho' the Marquis repreſent-' 
ed how improper it would have been for him, 
under ſuch circumſtances, to have,ſpoken with, 
more kindneſs. . Miſs de Ferval, however, has ü 
ſo far prevailed, that a meſſage is to be ſent 
to Bains, to engage the people, with whom. 
Leonora lodges, not to let her go before 3 


week is expired. . de Ferval has certainly, 
ſome 
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ſome good purpoſe in view. In the next 


place, ſhe was very anxious to know who 
Mr. de Valville was. Tue Marquis wid 


he could not give him the name of à friend; 
though he had ſome | for him. "He 
acknowledged that he him, for a 
great while, an excellent perſon to adviſe 


Vith, in teſpect to bis conduft; but that h 


mode of life, being libertine, inſenfibly led 
him aſtray, He when related all that be 
knew about this gentleman ; and, after many 
intreaties, ſhewed likewiſe ſome of bis let 
ters. I had the curioſity to read fome of 
them, and I think they are truly originals. 
Nothing ſurely ever ſo fully diſplayed a wicked - 
neſ; of heart and a littleneſs of ſoul j atom 
panied with juſt ſenſe enough to ſupport the 
foppery of the day, and to make vite ſeem 
igreeable. Mis de Ferval received chis de- 
tail with the greateſt-aſtoniſtiment, and ſaid to 
the Marquis; Although, fir, I have no title to 
any additional favours from you, yet there id 
one which I muſt venture to / requeſt; that 
you will renounce every connection with a man 
ſo thoroughly abandoned ; for, to become the 
Apoſtle of Vice, he muſt be abandoned to 
the very laſt degree. But do not miſtake 
Vox. II. K me, 


her he was an old acqunintande, but dat 


* 
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mes: ſaid ſue ſmiling, I am not actuated bj 
any principle of revenge. I am pretty certain 
this Mr. de Valville has not any knowledge 
of me, and I flatter myſelf you have na ſuſpi- 
cions that I am jealous of hib approbation, +] 
will not derogate from what merit he may 
poſſeſs; his friendſhip for you may probabh 
have been the pureſt and ſincereſt of which his 
heart was capahle; but as we are all amenable 
to the judgment of others, who will decide 
on our own diſpoſition from the company we 
keep, I preſume you would be unwilling that 
a man of his character ſhould be ranked 
among the number of your friends. To this 
the Marquis replied, that man, ſhall never be 
called a friend of mine, who is not a friend 
alſo to the Marchioneſs de Rofelle. 
Adieu, my dear Counteſs. As Madam de 
Ferral and her whole family intend to accom- 
pany the bride and bridegroom to Paris, it is 
yout brother's requeſt that you will make the 
neceſlary diſpoſitions for their reception. We 
ſhall have no expectations of hearing from you 
till we receive word in form, that every thing 
is in readineſs. My impatience to fee. the 
completion of this happy union is, I am cet- 
tain, hardly inferior to that of the Marquis; 
————— 
A 


der the ſame uneaſineſs with myſelf, that he 


© >: we * 3 OY & © © Oo 5 © 


LETTER XXV. 137 


4 proof. To you, LOI OE: 
fences RD: 


Be 4 % . 


3 


1 E T T E R cxxxiv. 1 
Frm Madam de Saini-Sever tothe n, 
"" Paris, dup 18. 5 

Mr Brother 1 congratulate you on 
the zccompliſhmeie at once of your own 
happineſs, and of every with I entertained. I 
return my ſincere thanks to Heayen, by which 
ſo fortunate a deſtiny has been reſerved for 
you. The of a virtuous and 
able wife is the greateſt of bleſſings. All my 
anſwer for this day to Madam de Narton, will 
conſiſt of the deeds and inſtruments which 
remain to finiſh the work, in conformity to 
that impatience which her friendſhip enter- 
tains, The Count, who embraces you, is un- 


is unable to be a perſonal witneſs of your hap» 
pineſs ; but this pleaſure, which I wiſh for 


with ſo much ardency, will not be long de» 


layed. oye e 
meeting / is 
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Fren the Marquis ts Madam de SzintBever, 


NIEKED 2 2 Feral, dag. 26. 
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dis "666afion;>To 'iffeAtivifate and Fefifible"k 
den verlattonpaſſed between Madam de Peryal 
and her daughter, that I think myſelf under 
an obligation to communicate it to you z and 
I dare ſay you will prefer it to the moſt lively 


udleilptlon of the _ In this I could 
not 
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me, and have r ee 0 5 

tranquillity and 5 0. Which 


conſtituted yo our utmoſt felifigy. * 1 
pleaſing reflection, that the —. hed unde- 
Kell beſtowed, and that hive. — 4 
fully diſcharged your 22 2 5 

conſider, that this duty ; 


le 2 


lone; and chat, having done what wis 


*1 


required of you, you ! had no further anxicty. 
Caprice, obſtinacy, : and all the train of paſſioris 
which have been manifeſted by « thoſe of the | 
ſame family i in which you yourſelf haye lived, 
it has never been your lot to combat. You 
were 2 * only that I had a regard to 
2 AB... 
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26, þ Be hich paſſed, and that 1 frank) 
—_— applauſe. to whatever deferyed it, 
Bur this kind of encouragement is very Aatter- 
A mother, who is really tender, lives 
only for her children; when he beholds their 
good qualities, it is with a pecies of enthu- 
thiaſm;z when ſhe diſcovers their faults, her 
reproof is mixed with indulgence, A huſband, 
on the other hand, does not ſee the fame 
Aions in the ſame point of view. His po- 
ſition muſt be ſtudied and carefully attended to. 
A woman, eſpecially if ſhe be a wife, is ex- 

pected to poſſeſs good - nature, complailance, 
an affiduity ariſing from tenderneſs, and all 
thoſe qualities which produce confidence and 
attachment. I have not, my dear, the leaſt 
| doubt but your heart is endowed with all thele 
requiſites: But are you certain you can ge- 
commodate them to circumſtances the moſt 
grievous and diſcouraging ? Can you bear 
up under diſguſt, anger, and perhaps con- 
tempt? Frame to yourſelf the idea of a.wife, 
affectionate, virtuous, and ſenſible, who, after 
every effort to pleaſe, is at laſt expoſed to. the 
WE ill. treatment of a huſband; ſhe never has the 
ſatisfaction of receiving approbation; for actions 
the moſt commendable ; ſhe is even obliged P 
conceal them, ang, for her own ſafety, to 


appear 


2 
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appear in fault 3 ſhe hides her calamity from 


the world, and mourns only in ſecret; and 
| thus making a perpetual ſacrifice of her-incli- 
— raw to take on herſelf the 


of thoſe faults which ſhe could not pre- 


Though the is guided only by theſe 


"hs: de hen and reaſon inſpire,” her 


virtue is unapproved, and ber reaſon” unat-- 
tended to ; and yet though every ſolicitude and- 


and 


indulgence, of themſelves almoſt perſuaſive; 


are ineffectual to the purpoſe deſired, :ſhe ſtill 
endeavours that nothing of this domeſtic un- 
eaſineſs ſhall be obſerved by others, and that 
her huſband may at leaſt appear A un of 
ſenſe and principle. How great. how. reſpec- 


muſt ſuch a woman be}. Were 
fortitude ? w 

L hope, ne 1 ſhall never experience. 
fo cruel a ſituation, — I have the greateſt res- 
ſon to think, replied Madam de Ferya},- yow 
will not; the good ſenſe, the virtye, apd-the. 
affection of the Marquis de Roſelle, give me 
the moſt flattering hopes. Let the compariſons 
however, you will have the opportunity af 


able a character is this! But how unbappy- —— 


drawing, between your own circumſtaners 


and thoſe of other women as deſerving as your= 


elf, ene to ſet a, proper value on the 
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ching that has a tendency. to diminiſh it. Far 
or; unealineſs.; this would be a wattonneh 
the, neceſſity of being prepared even for the 
| -woult. Diſpañitions are by 
_ ables 
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happine you enjoy, and to prevent every 


be it from me. to take: pleaſure in your | terrop 


of cruelty; but I would. have you. reflect on 


ip a1pang unchange: 
:eveh- the beſt' may," by « events 


: ts a good wife are patience and forcitude;- © - 
you. ſhould ever petceive in your huſband a 


dence, er that he places it on another; then 
let your cares, your attention to bim be te- 
doubled. Be not too prodigal of carefſes ts 
him, which at fuch a time might be trou- 
bleſome. Give him an opportunity to diſ- 
cover your affectionate uneafineſs on his c- 
count; but, whatever may happen, I charge 
you never to reproach him; for reproaches, 
let them be ever ſo polite, ever ſo cautiouſly 
worded, may make a wound in his heart 
which never ean be healed, If through any 
ealumity, of which I cannot ſupport the Idea, 
en in * happen, your 
huſband's 
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huſband's  affeftions ſhould. be transferred: to 
ſome other object — Alas | my dear mother, 
I could net live under ſo afflicting a cixcumy 
ſtance ; but as I could not but till love him, 
I would employ every tender aſſiduity, I would 
do my utmoſt to regain. his affection, and 
would try even. to make him think I. was 
not ſenſible. of my misfortunes — Theſe, re+ 
plied Madam de Feryal, are very good reſolu- 
tions; nevertheleſs there are circumſtances 
which will not admit of ſuch diflimulation ; 
which require. a filent ſadneſs, without com- 
plaint, without -bitterneſs. In ſuch a, con- 
juncture, an air of diſdain or gaiety would be 
unſeaſonable ; and would ſhew either diſſipa · 
tion or pride. Under ſuch a misfortune, a 
virtuous and tender wife cannot but be afflited 
and mortified, and ſentiments ſo natural need 
not be concealed, as they pay a compliment to 
the huſband, who cannot be unaffected by 
them. Never let any thing ſevere or ironical 
fall from you in his hearing, either with reſpect 


to himſelf or the object he is attached to 


The beſt method is to avoid ſpeaking at all on 
ſuch topics. There is, I know, a reſource 
which ſome women recur to, but it is a dan» 
gerous one; I mean coquetry : They hope . 


L their intentions by means of 


Jealouſy, 
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jealouſy. But theſe women, by adding che 
loſs of eſteem to the loſs of love; "defeat 
their own ſchemes, - and deprive r of 
every hope of reformation. © | 

— wary pc us 

of a virtuous woman united to a man who is 
jealous ? The beſt method, however, ſue can 
have recourſe to, is to retite from the world; 
to arm herſelf with mildneſs and patience; 
and, above all, to forbear complaining, This 

ſituation is terrible, and I hope you will never 
experience it. But, my dear, how happy ſo- 
ever your union may be, it is not to be ſup- 
poſed that ſome little clouds of diſſenſion will 

not ariſe. Two perſons cannot always,” and 
on every point, be of the ſame opinion; "when 
virtue, therefore, is not injured by conform- 
ing to the opinion of another, and when rea- 
ſon does not oppoſe what a huſband requires, 
it is our part to yield, and to ſacrifice our on 
ſentiments to peace, and to that ſubmiſſion 
to which we were born. To inculcate into 
girls a notion, that by marrying they become 
their own miſtreſſes, is dreadful. They ſhould 
be rather told, that by marriage they contract 
a ſtill greater dependence, and they ſhould be 
taught the means of rendering this dependenice. | 
agreeable, and of cementing the union. We 
have 


. 
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have but one privilege, that of making re- 
monſtrances ; this is really our own, and it is 
incumbent on us to know how to uſe it. 
When once a wife polleſſes her huſband's con- 
fidence, and deſerves it, her power is not in- 
conſiderable. Lo give up the point with 
chearfulneſs in thoſe leſs important matters 
which . intereſt ourſelves alone ; to reſerve 
that influence we have over an huſband to 
thoſe greater occaſions, wherein a deviation 
| from rectitude would be moſt dangerous; to 
endeavour, without ſeeming to aim at con- 

viction, to convince him of an error, by that 
mode of perſuaſion which is dictated by reaſon 
and preſented with all the graces of love and 
mildneſs ; to be able to do this, is to poſſeis a 
charm by which we ſhall obtain ſuch an 
empire as is moſt to be preferred, but of which 
no boaſt muſt be made. In the management 
of a family, which is more peculiarly our 
province, we may uſe our authority with 
leſs reſtraint; but in thoſe affairs of conſe- 
quence, in which a huſband i is ſuppoſed to be 
chiefly concerned, we muſt never think of 
claiming the honour, even though we may 
have borne the greateſt part. There are, 
however, ſome particular caſes which I muſt 
except, though I cannot foreſce. 
rolled By | Thus 
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Thus you may perceive, my dear cbs = 
marriage is a ſtate of cares and facrific ces, an 
without that inward ſentiment which renders 
every thing eaſy, i it is a taſk of difficulty even for 
Virtue herſelf to fulſil the duties of it. 1 
no doubt that the obligations are reciprocal; bu 
there are likewiſe particular attentions 225 
are incumbent on us alone. Nature, by im- 

parting to us a greater ſhare of gracefulneſz, | 
delicacy, and beauty, hath b us, that it 
is our part to throw every aſſiduity, com 
fance, and regard into the fund of that cym- 
merce, -from which we gain in exchange the 
protection and the more important labours of 
| the men. As courage js the charaReriſtic of 
one ſex, ſo is gentleneſs that of the other; 
Fa gentleneſs is never reliſted by courage. 
To reign, we muſt firſt obey ; and to enjoy 
greater things, we muſt ſubmit ourſelves to 
the les. We are not to afflict ourſelvey if our 
aſſiduities ſhould not always be returned; men 
are leſs ſuſceptible than we are. Were they 
equally ſuſceptible with us, wherein would 
our advantage conſiſt? They are occupied 
in more important concerns; but our pri- 
mary object ſhould be the art of p 
Though this implies a regard to every delicate 


afiiduity, yet coquetry is on no account to be. 
employed: 


E php? Sri gr 


empls 2580 To the world it is is contemptible, 
to an Kulband 1 it is indecent, I do not mean 
to cenſure that innocent art, whoſe ſole end is 
a cultivation of affeHion, and of which the 
neglect would be imprudent at leaft, if not 
blameable. But on this head, my dear, I can 
give no directions but what are general; 50 
vague — Be affured, mamma, faid Mifs de 
Ferval, that in every circumſtance your ad- 
vice ſhaft be recurred to, and your orders 
| bbeyed — My orders! By ho means. From 
the moment of your marriage my authority 
[ceaſes 3 and your huſband alone can claim 
your obedience'— Surely, mamma! — Do 
. hi be uneaſy, my dear child. Your mother 
will always be your friend, an affectionate 
friend, ohe who can give conſolation and 
perhaps affiffance. It is a happineſs to you, 

that T am not ignorant ef the extent of my 
power. Were a mother to require any thing 
contrary to the huſband's inclination, no heſi- 


tation need be made; he alone is to be obeyed 


in every caſe where honour and virtue permit. 
Accuſtom yourſelf, therefore, to this idea of 
obediance, which is the beſt ſupport at thoſe 
periods when imperiouſneſs is aſſumed, and 
from which, even if it ſhould-engage-you to 
more than your duty requires, nothing but good 

conſe- 
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conſequences can reſult. I have! t60,good an 
opinion of the Marquis” 4 underſtanding, pb- 
liteneſs, affection, and eſteem, to ſuppoſe he 


"1 will ever behave in a deſpotic manner; but 


as this muſt on your part be conſidered us an 
obligation, it ſhould be an additional motive 
for your gratitule. | 
The Marquis's preſence hoe interrupting 
us, I could not help, faying to him, with a 
' ſmile, that I was certain he did not'know how 
much he was indebted to Madam de F erval, 
for the excellent leſſons ſhe bad been giving 
her daughter. What leſſons, replied the 
Marquis, can Miſs de Ferval ſtand in need 
of? Love is ſurely the beſt of maſters ? But, 
continued he, with an air of the greateſt deli- 
cacy and ſweetneſs, this would be perhaps-to 
preſume too much. I dare not flatter myſelf, 
that her paſſion is in every reſpect ſo feryent as 
mine. | 


I could hardly have thought, replied Madam 

de Ferval, you could haye entertained ſuch a 
doubt; but it ſhall be ſoon removed by the 
moſt convincing proof. She then put into the 
Marquis's hands a letter, which her daughter 
wrote during her ſtay at Varennes, wherein 
ſhe diſcloſes to her mother her own paſſion 
| before 


| k4 
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before the Marquis s was known. This de- 
claration - manifeſted ſo much candor, virtue, 
and tenderneſs, that you can ſcarcely. con- 
ceive the effect it had on us, particularly 
the Marquis, whoſe tranſport was beyond de- 
ſcription. - I need not inform you, after this 
deſcrip apa n che a was 
terminated, - 

- — W the. Wai g all * 

country folks from the neighbouring villages 
came to pay their homage; the men with 
fire- arms, drums, and muſick, and the wo- 
men adorned with flowers. Thus eſcorted, 


our lovers were conducted to the altar, where 


the Prieſt and all who were preſent ſhed 
tears of joy during the ceremony, and from 
whence we returned with the ſame. attend» 
ants, On this occaſion Madam de Ferval 

cauſed ribbands to be given away among the 
poor people z and to thoſe who were in di- 
ſtreſs, money was diſtributed. Tables were 
likewiſe placed under the trees in the court 
"before the caſtle, at which every one might 
partake, Madam de Ferval is perfectly ad- 
| ored for her benevolence and generoſity. 
If any poor tenant on her eſtate has more 
than four children, ſhe takes charge of all 
above that number ; who are taken care 


of, 
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of, cloathed, und inſtructed at her expence. 
Nor is her goodtiefs confined to this one in- 
ſtance: The aged and the fick equally; Wough 

in ſeeret, participate of it. As Miſs de Ferval 
has likewife borne a confiderable part in theſe 
agreeable labours, 'he had the ſatisſacion of 
receiving the warmeſt effuſions of (gratitude, 
accompanied with the ſincereſt wiſbeb for the 

welfare and happineſs of herſelf and the Mar- 
quis. Pleaſure and gaiety, my dear Counteſs, 
are not ſynonymous: True affection is ſeldom 
very chearful. Veſterday, joyful as it un- 
doubtedly was, paſſed without one ſcene of 

diverfion. Tears involuntarily flowed from 
me; and yet I never ſpent à day 6f greater 
felicity. Of this 'extafy, which ſtül "conti- 
nues, you, my dear, moſt aſſuredly muſt 
partake. I have extended this letter to an 
imuſual length; but, from that æhowledge 1 
pollefs of your Heart, 1 Harter myſelf it will 
not be tedious. © Without ſuch a Kifowledge, 
could * affeQion erer hive been what it 


is? i 
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LETTER CxXXVn. 
From the Marchioneſs de Roſelle 10 Leonora. 


ma Frrval, Aug. 28. 
As I am ſenſible, Au, that thoſe moments 
which are ſorrowful are tedious, I take 


the firſt opportunity, in which my concern for 


your ſituation could be of any utility, to enter 
into ſome meaſures for your relief. Let not 


that character, in which I now appear, render 


me in your eyes an object of hatred or terror. 
If you will let me know what it is in my 
power to do for you, and will truſt your caſe 
to me, I will endeavour to procure for you 
ſome method of life, by which you may ſpend 
your days in peace, honeſty,” and tranquillity ; 
but it muſt not be forgotten, that to the en- 
joyment of ſuch a life ſome particular graces, 


of a ſpiritual nature, are required, which are 


not promiſcuouſly beſtowed; and I ſhould be 
very unwilling to lay you under any reſtraint. 
Favours, when unwillingly received, ceaſe to 
be favours. If that mode of life which I have 
propoſed, in which an inward tranquillity and 
the love of virtue are no leſs neceſſary than a 
purity of manners, ſhould be agreeable, I will 
venture to afſure you of every thing you can 
wiſh for. But, on the contrary, if your mind 
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is uninfluenced by the thoughts of futurity, if 
your diſguſt to a life of ſolitude is unſurmount- 
able, I will not, by threatening to abandon 
you, force you to an unwilling concurrence 
with my propoſal. By no means. If it is your 
- choice to appear again publickly in the world, 
I will take upon myſelf the charge of your re- 
turn to Paris, and of procuring aſſiſtance for 
you. An acceptance, however, of my firſt 
offer would fulfil my wiſhes of rendering you 
happy, by giving you a taſte for the pleaſures. 
of virtue, a return to which is at no. time 
unſeaſonable. There are ſome indiſcretions 
to which pardon is refuſed by the men, even 
by thoſe who have been the occaſion of them; 
but the Supreme Being, whoſe indulgence is 
not thus confined, always grants a generous 
forgiveneſs to fincere repentance. Caſt your- 
ſelf on him, and I ſhall be ſatisfied, I beg 
that you will ſeriouſly reflect on what I have 
written, and will tranſmit me an anſwer; for 
which purpoſe I leave you a week to decide, I 
have nothing more at heart than to be inſtru- 
mental to your happineſs. | 


L ET. 


LETTER cxxxvin,. * 
From Leonora 10 . de Roſelle. 


| Bains, Aug. 28. 
ALAS! Milan,” Ela it be the Mar- 
chioneſs de Roſelle, who deigns thus to 
intereſt herſelf in the ſufferings of an unhappy 
woman, and to ſtoop even to a correſpondence 
with her! Is it credible !— Tears interrupt 
me. — At what moment could I have had 
the idea, that you, Madam, would ever have 
held out to me the hand of affiftance ? I will 
not attempt to expreſs my gratitude, - which 
no words can deſcribe. Yet it is not my 
own wretchedneſs, nor your relief, which 
thus affects me. It is your goodneſs which 
awakens my ſenſibility. Is there a heart fo a- 
bandoned as to with-hold adoration from Vir- 
tue, when introduced by you ? Shall I, Ma- 
dam, acknowledge the truth ? Of virtue I had 
formed a very diſagreeable notion; a notion 
that it was reſerved, haughty, and inexorable ; 
but I have now fallen in love with it: In you it 
is mild, compaſſionate, and irreſiſtible ; and it 
is in your preſence alone I dare to pronounce 
the name. — How different ſuch diſcourſes of 
tenderneſs from thoſe which I have been uſed - 
to! Is there any need of reflection in ſending 
L 2 my 
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my anſwer. No, Madam; a thought is ſuf- 
ficient: - 1 caft myſelf at your feet, and com- 
mit my whole welfare you. Do not ſuf- 
peet me of hypocriſy ; if I can ever be guilty 
of abuſing your benefits, let me now fe- 
nounce them: And if my future condu@tſhall, 
in any degree, extenuate the paſt — But, 
alas! how little acquainted am I with that 
virtue, which, from your example, I adore! 
The defire, however, of juſtifying: your act of 
goodneſs, will overcome every difficulty. I 
am inſenſible to every object but you, and my 
heart js penetrated with gratitude. Vou have 
almoſt anticipated the fayours of heaven; but 
of theſe I ſhall not be altogether unworthy, if 
] ſhall be found deſerving of yours. I have 
the honour to be, with, the 9 "_— 
&c. &o. 


— —— 


LETTER CXXXIX. 
From Madam de Narton te Madam de Saint 
Sey er. 


Perval, Sept. 9. | 

THAT, Madam, could you have gueſſed 
to be the firſt object of the Marchioneſs 
de Rofelle's 8 attention after her —. The 
favour 
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favour ſhe has requeſted'of the Marquis 8, his 
concurrence in an act of benevolence; of be- 
nevolence to her rival, whom {he Has reſcued 
both from miſery and vice. Am whniity bf 
fifteen hundred livret his been affigned to 
Leonora, who is to retire to 4 cbhvent ic 
Naney; and the manner in which the fav6ur 
has been granted is an additional obligation 
The Marquis, in complying with his lady 8 
requeſt, teſtified the moſt lively pleaſure; but 
to Ferval, ho could not forget the character 
and former conduct of Leondra, it did not 4p- 
pear in the fame agreeable point of view. The 
motive, indeed, he commended; but he Hattjed 
the act; as tending to6 Wucht the encvursge- 
ment of vice; and as it might be conſtrued into 
an injury done to that part of mankind, who, 

though afflicted, are honeſt.” To this Madam 

de Roſelle replied, ſhe had no intentions to 
offer this proceeding as a model to others, and 
confeſſed, that in this generoſity her ſelf· com- 
placency was conſiderably flattered; that föt 
this ſhe hoped af excuſe would be admitted; 
that the propriety or impropriety of benefits 
conferred could be determined only by the 
_ circumſtances of them; that if they knew 
any honeft perſon who yet ſtood in need of 
aſſiſtance, it would not be impoſſible to find 
L 3 out 
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out means of relief; and to repair that i injury 
which, her pity to Leonora had occaſioned; 
that if unhappily this example, by an ignorant 
conſtruction, ſhould be looked on as an en- 
couragement to vice by ſome mind already 
reſolved to embrace it, it ſhould likewiſe. be 
conſidered, that to convert from guilt is indiſ- 
putably an act of virtue; and that nothing is 
entirely exempted from inconveniences; that 
ſhe had tranſmitted to the Convent a favour- 
able account of Leonora, whom ſhe hoped an 
ambition to keep up her character would i in- 
duce to a regularity of conduct; that, farther 
than this, ſhe did not mean to offer her own 
judgment; that ſhe had ſimply ſollicited the 
Marquis to comply with her deſire, and that 
he had concurred in it. Ferval, however, and 
in this we all agreed, obtained a promiſe, that 
if ever Leonora ſhould quit the Convent with- 
out the conſent of the Marquis, her annuity 
ſhould ceaſe. She has ſince been conducted to 
Nancy; and tears of gratitude flowed from 
her during the journey. 
Such, my dear friend, are the 1 to 
which your excellent ſiſter ſacrifices all her 
new acquired advantages. She is impatient 
to embrace you, and to merit your friendſnip; 
and you will ſoon have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
her 


' 
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ber and the whole family. With reſpect to 
myſelf, as my affairs will not permit me to 
return to Paris till after Chriſtmas, 1 muſt 
amuſe myſelf in my ſolitude with the re- 
collection of thoſe delightful moments I have 
ſpent. When we meet, I ſhall more fully, 
partake of the general joy. Meanwhile I can 
conſole myſelf with the reflection, that I was 
among the firſt who enjoyed this happy event, 
and that it is juſt that you, in your turn, 
ſhould enjoy it likewiſe. As ſoon as I am 
diſengaged you may depend on my return, 
when I hope we ſhall be able to conſider our- 
ſclves as members of the ſame family, and 
partakers of the ſame felicity, 


— — K 
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From Mr. de Saint-Sever to Madam de Narton. 


Paris, Now. I. 
I Cannot, my dear friend, ſatisfy myſelf with 
merely acquainting you that our travellers 
are ſafely arrived, and are in perfect health; 
my ſituation requires ſomewhat more. Over- 
joyed and embarraſſed as I am, I cannot reſiſt 
the deſire of returning thanks, with more ſenſi · 
bility than ever, for that ineſtimable preſent I 
have received from-your hands; the acquiſition 

| L4 of 
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of ſo adorable a relation as the Marchioneſs de 
| Roſelle. Her charms would ſuffer no dimi- 
nution by the moſt ſevere compariſon, and 
yet her virtues are ſufficient even to diſpenſe 
with her beauty, I contemplate Her at every 
moment and in every circumſtance, and I am 
conſtantly diſcovering freſh excellencies. She 
ſeems to have united every kind of good diſpoſi- 
tion in her on; and her inclinations ever flow 
in perfect vhiſon with thoſe of the company ſhe 
is with; notwithſtanding which, it is not the 
effect of art, it ſprings from native goodneſs 
alone. When I am with her, for inſtance, 
ſhe aſſumes the air of affection and tenderneſs; 
but with Mr. de Saint-Sever ſhe is all gaiety ; 
ſhe can join in the Jaugh, ſhe can partake of 
the frolic, and be a principal contributor to 
the general merriment. No perſon can be 
readier to conform to circumſtances merely 
temporary; and ever ſince ſhe has been with 
us, her behaviour has been always minutely 
pleaſing to the circle around her. She has an 
air of difidence, but it is a diffidence which 
is charming; and, far from diminiſhing her 
gracefulneſs, it rather augments it. It in- 
tereſts us in her favour, without leſſening our 
admiration; and it is not in the leaſt pro- 
ductive of any embarraſſment. Amiable as 
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ſhe i is, ſhe is a ſtranger to preſumption ; her 
wiſh is to pleaſe, but not to ſhine. One ad- 
vantage ſhe poſſeſſes, indeed, over moſt of the 
ladies here, I mean that natural, unconſtrain- 


ed behaviour which is ſo uniyerſally wy i 
as ſhe is never fearful of betraying any air 


ruſticity, ſhe never does betray it. 
forbear mentioning that efteem with "hich 
Madam de Ferval has inſpired me; in public 
life ſhe perfectly correſponds to that picture 
which you have drawn of her when on her 
own eſtate. Our converſation is much in- 
debted to the young ladies, whom I would 
venture to offer as a model to the whole ſex. 
Void of caprice and ill- nature, ever contented, 
ever expreſſing their gratitude for the leaſt 
attention that is ſhewn them, they never pre- 
ſume to aſk a favour, but rather conſider them- 
ſelves as miniſters to the pleaſures of others ; 
and yet no aſſiduity for their welfare or plea- 
ſure is neglected by their mother. This laſt 
circumſtance muſt encreaſe our applauſe of 
their conduct; but they have undoubtedly been 
taught, that maternal care cannot always be 
at hand, and that a time may come when the 
world ſhall negle& them. 

Here, Madam, Mr, de Saint-Sever, who 


has been leaning over me to peruſe what I 
have 
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have written, deſires I will relinquiſh the pen 
in his favour. I return, therefore, to the 
ladies, and leave him to conclude the epillle. 
Adicu. —— * 

20 Upon my honour, Madam, I bare 
fallen in love with my new ſiſter, her mo- 
tber, her ſiſters, and the whole family. The 
young ladies have not in company the leaſt 
conſtraint or embarraſſment, and you would 
be quite charmed to ſee us together, Then as 
to Madam de Ferval, ſhe is a woman whoſe 
behaviour i is at once noble and affable. I know 
not how ſhe manages it, but ſo it is, and 
ſhe commands eſteem, I am very certain 
that ſome of our more elegant ladies, if cere- 
mony and affectation can be called elegance, 
have found out a world of deficiencies in our 
country beauties; but they have not ventured 
to ſpeak out. They have hitherto applaud- 
ed them. And Valville — he has been two | 
or three times at the Marquis's door; 
but matters had been taken care of fo well, 
that he. could not get admittance; and yet 
his deſire of ſeeing Madam de Roſelle. was 
ſo great, that he could almoſt have at- 
tempted to break through the dunn. How⸗ | 


»The remaining part of this letter was written by Mir, 
de Saint- Sever. 0 or | 
every | 
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ever, he was obliged to make his retreat 
from that quarter, and content himſelf witty 
a ſight of her at the opera, where he could 
not help acknowledging ſbe tus pretty; upon 
hanour ſhe was pretty. Having, through the 
medium of others, paid his homage to Ma- 
dam de Roſelle's beauty, he a ſecond time at- 
tempted the Marquis's door with the ſame 
ſucceſs. It is a pity; ſhe's not amiſs ; a pretty 
girl enough,” and I ſhould not have inſulted the 
Marguis's choice. But this is ceremony. This is 
to be a woman of faſhion. What can the poor 
thing. think of it ® I cannot help pitying her. 
Roſelle is jealous, and is going, I ſuppoſe, to 
exclude her from all good company, and to make 
his wife as great a recluſe as his ſiſter. Poor 
child! I dare ſay it will be'quite an angel, 
quite a Madam de Saint-Sever ; a pretty piece of 
furniture You will readily imagine that we 
think ourſelves groſsly affronted by ſuch ex- 
preſſions; but Madam de Roſelle is endea- 
vouring to prevail on her huſband to overlook 
them, as unworthy his notice. She js certainly 
a very extraordinary woman. Would you 
think it? We have neither ſeen nor heard of 
one milliner, jeweller, nor any of the uſual 
train which are thought to conſtitute the prin- 
cipal felicity of young married folks, and 4 
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be the mortification of their dependents. "E- 
very: bargain has been made with ſuch ſe- 
erecy and expedition, that I never knew any 
thing about it till it was over. There is, 
beſides, another circumſtance that charms 
me; it is ſaid that Madam de Roſelle always 
thinks every thing too good when ſhe is pur- 
_ chaſing for herſelf, but juſt the contrary when 
ſhe is bargaining for others. What ſay. you to 
this? Yet ſuch women as theſe are ſet little 
account by, eſpecially in this part of the 
world. I really do not imagine a woman here 
could perſuade herſelf ſhe was fairly married, 
if ſhe was to be deprived of the uſual retinue 
and confuſion. In ſhort, here is not the leaſt ap- 
pearance of a wedding, unleſs it be that ſatis- 
faction which is viſible on every countenance;- 
and in which we are all equal partakers. If we - 
could have recalled our youth, our joy could 
not have been greater. I return my moſt 
fincere acknowledgments for the ineſtimable 
preſent you have made me, for which I can 
make no other return than the affurances of 
that attachment, gratitude, and _— with 
which I remain, &c. * 


DE 
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LETTER CXLI. 
From Madam de Narton to Mr. and Madam 
de Saint-Sever. _ ., 

Varennes, Neu. 1 3 
* OU can hardly conceive my joy at the 
ſentiments you entertain for Madam de 
Roſelle and her family. Prepared as I thought 
myſelf, they affected me in the moſt lively 
manner. I take a pride in thinking of the 
part I ſuſtained in this happy event.' I will 
not interrupt your pleaſures by a relation of 
the diſagreeable circumſtances which detain me 
here. Your time is now paſſing agreeably ; 
and thoſe moments which are agreeable are 
precious. But I flatter myſelf I ſhall ſoon be 
able to enjoy the company of thoſe good friends 
who ſupply to me the want of a family. I have 
encloſed a letter directed to the Marquis. It 
came from Leonora, whoſe preſent mode of 
life is really exemplary : I am impatient to 
know what this letter contains. Such and ſo 
great is the empire of Benevolence and Virtue. 
Accept every compliment I can beſtow. I in- 
treat Mr. de Saint-Sever to take the trouble 

of preſenting my reſpects to the ladies. 


LE T- 
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LETTER CXLIIL 
From the Marquis fo Madam de Narton. 
Madam, © Paris, Nov. 20. 
A you are by no means a ſtranger to my 
ſenſibility, and the value of that obliga- 

gation J have received at your hands, I need 
not expreſs my gratitude, to which love anda 
ſenſation of happineſs have communicated their 
enthuſiaſm. Will you not be ſurprized to 
hear, that T have ſtill a favour to requeſt of 
you, in relation to the Marchioneſs ? Her 
behaviour is ſo reſerved and fo ſubmiſſive, that 
it both humiliates and diſtracts me. You know 
her heart, and I know my own. Can I do 
otherwiſe than implicitly follow her inclina- 
tion? Are there men to be found ſo uncivi- 
lized as not to perceive, that by a ſuperiority 
of talents, wit, reaſon, and virtue, heaven 
hath veſted in women thoſe privileges, which 
they themſelves fo frequently uſurp with cru- 
elty and injuſtice? Accept the moſt affeQio- 
nate homage of thoſe happy perſons which 
you have made fo, and of all who are inter- 
eſted in their welfare. J have the honour to 
ſend you Leonora's letter, which is a ſubject 
of great exultation to the Marchioneſs. We 


ſhall with impatience wait the moment in 
which 
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which 4 85 preſence wy — our fe- 
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From Leonora to the Marquis. 


Nancy, Nov. 17. 
. the obligations, Sir, which you have 

conferred on me, neceſſarily require a 
return of homage on my part, deign to re- 
ceive the effuſions of a gratitude incapable of 
diminution or end. From that knowledge I 
have of your heart, I am perſuaded you will 
learn with pleaſure the effect which has been 
produced in me, by your goodneſs and _ S 
the Marchioneſs de Roſelle. 

To her generous ſollicitude alone I 50 1 
indebted for that reformation which hath been 
brought about in me. From the firſt moment 
in which ſhe was pleaſed to intereſt herſelf. in 

my welfare, I was ſenſible of the greatneſs of 
her virtues, and conceived the moſt lively re- 
gret at my own demerits. Her - indulgent 
goodneſs hath effected that which the moſt 
bitter reproaches never could accompliſh, the 
diſcovery to myſelf of the ignominy of my 
former conduct, The diſcovery was terrible; 

| but 
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but the terror was not the terror of deſpair. 
Conſidering your excellent lady as an angel 
deſcended from the celeſtial, regions, I caſt 
myſelf into her arms; and her attention to 
me, by procuring that heppineſs Which in 
my preſent habitation I now enjoy, raiſed 
the curtain of Deception, and preſented Vir- 
tue to my view in all her ſplendor. My 
gratitude is, in particular, inexpreſſible for one 
advantage which her benevolence has obtain» 
ed for me, the enjoyment, in ſo valuable 
an aſylum, of a reſpe& which, bad my life 
been known, would never have been paid me. 
My greateſt dread, before I came hither, 
aroſe: from an expectation of being treated 
with that contempt which I juſtly deſerve. 
But the regard which is ſhewn me is be- 
come my puniſhment. A compariſon of thoſe 
virtues. which I now have before me, with' 
the vices into which I had before been plung- 
ed, hath cauſed an inward emotion which 
cannot be deſcribed; and to ſuch powerful 
motives to repentance- another hath likewiſe 
been added, the melancholy recollection of the 
death of Juliet. Fear and terror had almoſt 
overwhelmed me; but theſe have now yielded 
to milder ſenſations. - Heaven hath at length 


reſtored me to a {tate of tranquillity, which 
- hath 
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hath enabled me not only to perceive the ex- 
tent of its preſent favours, but likewiſe to hope 
for ſtill greater ; the means of obtaining which 
| ſhall be the ſtudy of my remaining days. My 
illneſs, however, which, notwithſtanding every 
aſſiſtance, ſtill continues, gives me reaſon to 
think, that my iniquities have ſhortened my 
life: Yet how great is my happineſs, if * 
an atonement will be accepted 

I am not ignorant, that this relation ond 
appear with great propriety addreſſed to the 
Marchioneſs, as. it is to her goodneſs my re- 
formation muſt be aſcribed. But arguments 
yet ſtronger have engaged me to expreſs my 
gratitude immediately to you, to whom honour 
obliges me to make every confeſſion, however 
ignominious. My firſt duty is, to throw off 
every diſguiſe, — to diſcover the unworthi- 
neſs of her, whom you would once have ven- 
tured to have called your wife, If ever you 
ſhould have a child H unhappy as to fall a 
prey to the ſnares of a girl like Leonora, 
read to him my letter. He will there find, 
that avarice alone diftated the moſt tender 
exprefſions ; that no affection exiſted on my 
part; that, proſtituted almoſt from my in- 
fancy, my heart was unſuſceptible of a ſen+ 
timent of delicacy; that I ſhould not have 

Vo, II. M helitated 
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hefitated t to Have betrayed yo you u for a rival more 
rich or more prodigal; that, before I ſeduced 
you, Thad been equally treacherous | to others, 
young 4s yourſelf, who were led away by. the 
inticement of pleaſure, whoſe manners I cor- 
ruptedd, and whoſe fortunes I conſumed; and 
that, attentive to the Progreſs of your paid, 
F had recourſe to intrigue and hyprocriſy, and 
by theſe arts had almoſt prevailed on you to 
conſent to a public marriage. I reflect on this 
Hft circumſtance as my greateſt guilt, altho' I 
had many precedents in my fayour, in which 
the hand of Authority ought ſurely to have i in 
terpoſed. How great a friend did you find i in 
Mr. de Ferval, who 4icſt diſcovered my inten- 
tiolis, and afterwards expoſed. his own life to 
preſerve yours from, ſhame and miſery ! He 
had almoſt fallen, a vietim to his honeſt zeal, 
Yet to me ſuch an event would hardly ha 
occaſioned a ſerious thought, Y' NY 
bloodſhed as afreſh homage paid to my ; charms; 3; 
the murder of two rivals, who had once per- 
haps | been friends, was only an additional 
triumph of Beauty; and, independently of the 
dread of that puniſhment which juſtice would 
have inflicted, nothing gave me more pleaſure 
than the thoughts of a duel. This was the 
only ſentiment which occupied me in thoſe 
terrible 
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terrible r 2 727 had 200 | 
liarized. Cuprles or or faricy might x by. tice | | 
attach me to ſome wretch abandon! as my- . 
ſelf, to whom my own baſeneſs would be 125 | 
diſguiled 3 and of this my colinRion wi 
Bizac i 18 too evident a proof: "But a. virtyous 
heart, a ſoul, endowed with a greatneſs of ſenti- 
ment, were not formed to affect me. | "My in- 
0 clination was never directed to you, nor would 
ĩt have been to any man of honour, He who 
is Eplnated is not the object beloved. T-never | 
reflected on your tenderneſs” as on an amiable 
quality; I conßdered it only a5 a weakneſs, and 
as an opportunity to impoſe on you. AH only 
motiye for refuſing your preſents was the am- 
bition of becoming your wife; and thoſe ap- 
pearances of diſintereſſedneſa, generoſity, and 
gratitude, which I diſplayed in your preſence, 
were ſecret means, invented by Vice, to coun- 
terfeit Virtue, and ſeduce her. Such was the 
character of that creature, to whom, unworthy 
as ſhe , no ſacrifice would how a 
fuſed, 

Truth obliges me to a Bans bo that the 
chagrin I underwent, after the rupture be- 
tween us, aroſe ſolely from not having pur- 
ſued the ſureſt means of attaching you to me. 
Et far in our amour that 

M 2 any 
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any living pledge of our paſſion had exiſted, 

no means would have been neglected on my 
part to have taken the utmoſt advantage of it- 
From me, perhaps, all efteem wpuld have 
been withdrawn; and the paſſion you once 
entertained might have been changed into 
diſguſt ; yet no diſhonour would have appeared 


to reſult from paternal affection; the tender 


careſſes of an infant, requeſting permiſſion to 
call you his father, would have been irreſiſti- 
ble; and a child, inſtructed by me in all the 
relinotahnts of deceit, would have obtained 
that from your affection, which your reaſon 
would have refuſed. Reflect, fir, in what light 
you would have been viewed by the witneſſes 
of my ignominy. Could you ever have en- 
dured their preſence, or that of your own re- 
lations ? Ever deſpiſed, obliged either to with- 
draw from ſociety, or to ſuffer continual mor- 
tifications, and at laſt overcome with ſame, 

you could have expected in death alone a pe- 
riod to your troubles, Tremble at the thought 
'of that abyſs into which I would have . | 


ous. * -; | 
l Nothing leſs than the united ſentiments of 
remorſe, gratitude, and virtue ; that virtue, of 
which you pointed out the path, could have 
occaſioned this oration Accept my ſin- 


cereſt 
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cereſt wiſhes, that you may enjoy, in its ut- 
moſt purity, that happineſs which hath been 


reſerved for you, and congratulate yourſelf on 
your deliverance from the connection you had 


ſo nearly formed with me; a deliverance ſo 


much the greater, as the conſequence of it 
hath been, the acquiſition of the moſt amiable 
and moſt virtuous of women. With a heart 
overflowing with gratitude for- your favours, 
and with ſorrow for my own offences, if I 
may yet be permitted to ſupplicate Heaven in 
| behalf of mankind, I will never ceaſe to im- 
plore every bleſſing upon you and upon the 
Marchioneſs de Roſelle ; and this will be the 
moſt agreeable employment during the re- 
mainder of a life, of which the laſt moment 
18 — 
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